
A Word from our Editor
I ’m writing the fol lowing because I  know it  wil l  be of  signif icant
interest  to a  lot  of  local  people,  including those who have not
previously taken part  in any comments or  discussion regarding
the proposed housing development and won’t  therefore have
received it .  I ’ve been notif ied that  the Public  Enquiry for  the
Planning Appeal  for  140 homes at  Cotton Hil l  wil l  take place on 16
th September and I ’m copying below from the text  of  the
notif ication :  The inquiry is  being l ive streamed and can be
viewed at  www.ashford.gov.uk/planning-appeals .  Al l  comments
previously sent to ABC relating to the application for  planning
permission have been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate.  Al l
appeal  information and documentation can be viewed online
through the Public  register  at
https://ashfordboroughcouncil .my.site .com/pr/s/register-view?

c_g=&amp;c_r=Aecus_ BE_Public_ Register  I  found it  hard to
see how to copy the last  part  of  that  l ink but you need the appeal
reference AP-90731.  You may attend the Public  Inquiry if  you wish

and,  at  the discretion of  the Inspector,  take part  in the
discussion.  The Planning Inspectorate …  point  out that  a  copy of

the letter  which sets  out the f inal  decision … (with)  reasons for
reaching that  decision,  wil l  only be sent to those who have

previously asked for  a  copy of  it .  The decision wil l  be published
on https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/  

                                                
 Spot the hole in the ground – much activity in Hamstreet  to turn

our phone l ines digital .  Articles  in the newspapers warn of  the
effect  that  might have on some Lifel ines – worth checking ?
Last  but not  least ,  the exam results  have now been received.

Congratulations and commiserations to everyone,  begin the next
stage in your educational  l i fe  with your head held high,  hope in

your heart  and steely determination!
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Just  a  thought  (with apologies to  those who disagree):
Health hint-  i f  you swap your  morning tea or  cof fee for  a  cup of

green tea you wi l l  lose 87.5% of  whatever  joy is  lef t  in  your  l i fe.
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Warehorne Hall - Weekly Timetable
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SUNDAY
12 October

2025
10.00-16.00

Hamstreet
Victory

Hall

Sponsored by

£5 Entry
BBQ, Stalls and Refreshments

CASH ONLY

Scarecrow Trail
Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts & Guides

To enter a Scarecrow please get a form from the Cosy Kettle
 Registered Charity No 308134
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Orlestone WI

Contr ibute your  updates and photos at  edi torparmag@gmail.com 
by the 21st  of  the month

ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
SEPTEMBER 2025

 Contact Margaret Hanlon 07748 006249 or hanlon1@btinternet.com orlestone.wi@outlook.com

We may not hold any meetings in August
but we’ve ordered diaries,  booked our

Christmas dinner,
bought t ickets  for  an anniversary tea,
booked a second CPR & Def ibri l lator

training day,  planned a competition entry
for a  Group meeting,  posted a  donation to

the Kent Surrey &amp; Sussex Air
Ambulance and begun to write a  Mystery

short  story.  Well ,  that  last  might just  be me!

The rules of  the WI – which is  a  national
organisation,  not  a  local  social  group – state that

al l  WIs must hold at  least  11  monthly meetings
each year,  so along with many others Orlestone
WI takes a  break in SEP TEMBER.  No meeting,  no

speaker,  no Committee meetings – a  chance to
draw breath.  However,  we l ike to get  together at

least  once for  a  friendly occasion,  so this
year we went for  a  lovely lunch at  Stubbs,
Ashford and took along our husbands and

signif icant others.  We chose from their  Set
Lunch menu,  which gave us plenty of  choices and

arrived in generous portions on nicely hot
plates.  The two ladies who were taking care of

our 29-strong party could not have done a  better
job,  being helpful ,  fr iendly and very

eff icient.  Highly recommended.

At the end of  July several  of  us went to
Goodnestone Park where we enjoyed the

extensive
grounds of  lawns,  woodlands and f lower

gardens.  Lunch in the sunshine was a
pleasure

once we’d devised a  way to keep the wasps
occupied at  a  distance from our food.

Preparations were in place for  one of  the
many weddings held at  the premises and we

peeked into a  huge marquee which was
painted inside with beautiful  f lower designs.

Open to al l  women,  we meet on the second Monday monthly (no meeting in
August)  in Victory Hall ,  Hamstreet  starting at  7.30pm. Come as a  guest  for  2
meetings,  paying just  £1 .00 before becoming a  member.  The WI is  a  national

organisation,  existing to improve the l ives of  women and the things that  matter
to them. You can become involved at  local ,  county or  national  level  –  the

opportunities  are there for  you!

Open to al l  women,  we meet on the
second Monday monthly (no meeting

in August)  in Victory Hall ,
Hamstreet  starting at  7.30pm. Come as

a guest  for  2  meetings,  paying just
£1.00 before becoming a

member.  The WI is  a  national
organisation,  existing to improve the

lives of  women and the things
that  matter to them. You can become
involved at  local ,  county or  national

level  –  the opportunities
are there for  you!
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Dennis (Chairman),  Peter (Vice Chairman)  & 
Carola manned the RBL stand at  the Hamstreet                                                                 
Community Day.  Thank you to al l  who 
came to visit  and joined us for  a  chat .  

The aim of  the Royal  British Legion is  to support  ex-service personnel ,  but  you do not
need to be ex-military to belong.

VJ  80 DAY
Although Japan accepted the Potsdam Declaration on 15th SEP TEMBER 1945 bringing the
Second World War to an end,  the off icial  surrender document was not signed unti l  2nd
September 1945.  We are commemorating this  important event at  11am on Tuesday 2nd
September at  the Hamstreet  War Memorial  with a  short  service.

BATTLE OF BRITAIN
We wil l  be participating in an 85th Anniversary of  the Battle  of  Britain themed service at
10.30 on 14th September in the Church of  the Good Shepherd,  Hamstreet .

QUIZ
We are holding a  quiz,  in conjunction with the Hamstreet  Sports  & Social  Club,  at  19.30 on
Thursday 18th September in the Hamstreet  Sports  Pavil ion.  £2 a  head,  teams of  six .  For
further details  please contact  Mags Wellsted-Boarman on 07886515573

ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING
Our popular Annual  coffee morning in support  of  the Poppy Appeal  wil l  be at  10am on
Saturday 1st  November in the Victory Hall ,  Hamstreet .

ALDINGTON CHURCH
We wil l  be supporting Aldington Church in dedicating a  home made Poppy Cascade at  4pm
on Sunday 2nd November.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
This year’s  Remembrance service wil l  be held at  10.45am on Sunday 9th September in
Warehorne Church.

BRANCH COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICER
Please remember that  Revd Geoff,  our BCP off icer,  is  contactable at  any time by any ex
service personnel  in the area.

The Hamstreet  branch welcomes new members,  who may or may not have any armed
service l inks,  but share the aims of  the Royal  British Legion to provide welfare & support
to service personnel  & their  families .  If  you feel  you could support  such aims,  please
contact  our Chairman,  Dennis  Seton,  0788076806 or our Secretary,  Caitie  Gould,
07388553512.  Thank you.

Peter Gostl ing 07713104488
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HAMSTREET & DISTRICT BR ANCH

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
SEPTEMBER 2025

Contr ibute your  updates and photos at  edi torparmag@gmail.com 
by the 21st  of  the month 6

Ruckinge Cubs well ,  just  Akela!
Susan Hanlon,  Akela of  Ruckinge & Hamstreet  Cubs,  has
been in Botswana unti l  this  week,  acting as
one of  the leaders of  the Kent Scouts Botswana Global
Project  ’25 .  Far  from being a  holiday this  is  a
group of  Scouts and Explorers undertaking a  range of
conservation tasks in an area with plenty of
wildlife  and plenty of  challenges.
It  started with a  long,  long journey with f l ights  from
Heathrow to Addis  Ababa,  then to Johannesberg
and on to Botswana,  f inishing with a  4  hour bus journey
on roads which make our potholes fade into
insignif icance.
The group have undertaken a range of  conservation tasks
such as  replacing soil  erosion defences,
repairing the borders of  waterholes,  making surveys and
records – al l  to  ensure the survival  of  the
large range of  wildlife  in the area.  The young people
taking part  wil l  have a  some wonderful
memories and unforgettable experiences,  as  well  as  facing
and overcoming some challenges,  that
wil l  be with them for the rest  of  their  l ives.
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Saturday the 26th  was the f i rs t  day at  camp. The leaders had set  up the day before but  we
st i l l  needed to put  up our tents .  There were 14 guides in tota l  th is  camp put t ing us into 3
patro ls:  Da isy,  Poppy and Bluebel le.  We a l l  worked hard and put  up a l l  the tents by the
af ternoon.
Sunday  we star ted of f  by f in ish ing making our wooden gadgets ,  before Isabel  came to do
“ref lect ion” wi th us where we learnt  about  teamwork.  For  lunch we made our own f i res
and cooked potato parce ls .  Af ter  eat ing we spl i t  in to our patro ls  and rotated around three
act iv i t ies .  We d id axe throwing,  archer y and we a lso packed our bags for  the next  day.

Monday  we star ted wi th a rushed morning to get  to Lydd aqua park,  wi th Tim dr iv ing the
min i  bus.  Once we got  there we f i rs t  s tar ted wi th paddle board ing for  an hour.  Ever yone
had fun but  some struggled a b i t  as i t  was the i r  f i rs t  t ime doing i t .  We had lunch whi le  we were wai t ing,  then we d id the
obstac le course for  an hour.This act iv i t y  earnt  the water  adventure badge for  some guides.  Af ter  an exhaust ing day at  Lydd
we got  back to camp and set  up our emergency shel ters that  we s lept  in  that  n ight .  The shel ters were warm and ever yone
enjoyed s leeping in them and look ing up at  the stars .

Tuesday  morning we had natura l  remedies and sp l i t  to  do 4 d i f ferent  act iv i t ies in  our patro ls .  We had oat  and banana face
masks,  we made bath bombs,  we t r ied d i f ferent  teas that  he lped you s leep and we made lavender bags to put  in  our p i l lows.
Ever yone loved doing these as they were re lax ing and fun to do.  Doing these he lped some earn the i r  natura l  remedies
interest  badge.  Af ter  lunch we used bamboo st icks,  s t r ing,  a  bot t le  and rubber bands to create a bot t le  launcher.  We a l l
completed our launchers and were ab le to make the bot t le  get  to the other end of  the str ing.  We d isassembled them af ter
we had fun and made energy bars for  our snack for  the h ike the next  day wi th he lp f rom Haze l .  We made lots of  the energy
bars and we a l l  loved the f lavour of  them. We packed them away in our bags and had d inner,  af ter  we p layed a game in the
dark.  We had to so lve the morse code shown by the l ight  of  a  torch and go to the p lace in camp we got .  The f i rs t  patro l
there got  to l ight  some spark lers as the i r  pr ize.

Wednesday  we had a ver y busy day.  For  our h ike we f i rs t  had to p lot  our map wi th coord inates g iven by Gi l l .  We packed our
bags and set  of f  in  4 groups.  The walk took us around Eger ton wi th a few geocaches on the way.  Two people fe l l  i l l  wi th
heat  s t roke and stayed at  camp. We got  back to camp, had lunch and then star ted p lot t ing our route for
our second h ike.  For  our second h ike we were sp l i t  in to 2 groups:  the long walk and the shor ter  walk .  The shor ter  walk was
based around a route of  geocaches leading to Headcorn t ra in stat ion.  The group that  d id the longer walk stayed on t rack
and d idn ’ t  get  lost .  Once ever yone had got  back we went  back to camp to have d inner,  af ter  d inner we had a campf i re and
sang lots of  songs.  The guides main ly  stuck to songs they knew but  i t  was ver y fun.

Thursday  morning was qui te a ch i l l  morning as we d id our chores.  We went  in to the act iv i t y  tent  where we made feathered
shut t lecocks to p lay a game ca l led “J ian z i ”  which  is  a  Chinese game where you t r y to k ick up the shut t lecock as many
t imes as you can.  We p layed wi th those for  a  whi le  unt i l  we went  out  in to the Der ing wood,  just  down the road,  for  a
t reasure hunt .  We spl i t  in to our patro ls .  We had to f ind le t ters and stamp them on our card.  We nav igated around the woods
and a l l  three groups got  near ly  a l l  o f  them. Af ter  we had f in ished in the woods we walked back to camp wi th the he lp of  a
leader.  S ince we had some spare t ime we a l l  took down our wash tents and one of  our to i le t  tents to make i t  eas ier  to pack
up on Fr iday.  We ended the day wi th a campf i re where we sang lots of  songs and enjoyed our last  n ight  a t  camp.

Friday  was a busy day.  We star ted by get t ing up and hav ing breakfast  before undoing our wooden gadgets and a i r ing out  the
wood.  The store tent  i tems and the tab les were taken in the min i  van back to camp. We then were ab le to take down the
guides '  tents and they were ro l led and put  away neat ly.  Af ter  those,  the act iv i t y  and store tent  was taken down and
ever y th ing was down before lunch.  We had lunch and then Tim arr ived in the min i  bus so we loaded our bags and bedro l ls
af ter  check ing the f loor  for  pegs and rubbish.  We got  on the bus and we went  back to the v i l lage ha l l  and got  p icked up by
our parents .
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Guides magazine report

I  loved guide camp l ike always,  ever yone had so much fun.  I  gained more
conf idence and independence this  year.  

I  especial ly  loved the aqua park as i t  was a fun day out.
-  Kayleigh Quinn
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St. Mary Magdalene Church, Ruckinge
Our building works are progressing and the kitchen units  are instal led,

the glass  is  being replaced in the tower screen and the screen itself
wil l  be repainted;  the new pathway has the base layer completed.

We are glad to be able to hire the vi l lage hall  for  services and coffee
mornings and once we’re back in the church and al l  t idied up we’re

looking forward to a  visit  from Bishop Rose.

Saturday Cof fee Mornings cont inue to be
ver y happy and wel l - suppor ted
occas ions,  the cakes never d isappoint
and the sausage ro l ls  d isappear in  a
f lash.  10am – 11.30am ever y Saturday
morning,  pay by generous donat ion – the
cost  of  bak ing is  so much greater  than i t
was th is  t ime last  year.  Money is  s t i l l
needed for  the church bui ld ing works,
espec ia l ly  to ensure new heat ing before
the winter  months as the o ld boi lers
have been removed – no jokes about  the
congregat ion p lease!

Our next big event is  the annual  Ride and
Stride which takes place this  year on
Saturday 13 th September.  If  you can,
please cycle  or  walk for  our church around
some of  the hundreds of  churches
in Kent – you can drive or  take a  train to
anywhere and start  your route from there,
no need to stick to the local  area,  it  makes
an interesting day out!  Half  the money
you raise through sponsorship in the
name of  St  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge
comes to this  church,  the other half  goes
to Friends of  Kent Churches which makes
grants and which has helped to fund our
current building improvements.

Harvest  Fest iva l  wi l l  take p lace on 19 th
October.  We do not  expect  the church to be

complete ly  ready on that  date so we’re
p lanning a Harvest  Tea in the Vi l lage Hal l .

More deta i ls  la ter.

Enquir ies to  Mar y Si l l ibourne,  Churchwarden 01233 732615

Prayer of  Peacefu lness
Loving Father,

We g ive you thanks for  the beauty of  Ga l i lee,
where Our Sav iour walked by the shore.

The peacefu lness of  the water,
t imeless,

te l ls  of  h is  min is t r y.
We are amazed by the per fect ion of  the smal lest  she l ls

and g lor y in  the wonder of  Your creat ion.
We reach across t ime and go back.

We see a f igure ca l l ing to the f ishermen.
Fr iends,  have you caught  any th ing?

Jesus gave instruct ions to h is  f r iends
and a fu l l  net  was dragged to the shore.

The Sea of  Ga l i lee st i l l  br ings us to the t ime of  Chr is t
and we g ive thanks for  th is  oppor tuni t y

to f ind the echo of  Jesus and h is  d isc ip les.
On ca lm days,

we can f ind the peace that  i t  brought
wi th the chance to speak of  the k ingdom of  heaven.

We know that  the sea can become rough
with a storm suddenly changing,

and th is  takes us to Our Lord Jesus in a boat ,
ca lming the storm to br ing peacefu lness.

Help us to ca lm our fears and worr ies ,
to seek the knowing that  is  h is  word,

guid ing us to You.
May the water

deepen our fa i th
as we gaze into i ts  misty st i l lness.

May the water,
soul  sooth ing,

he lp us to f ind the peace of  Your k ingdom
with i ts  amaz ing love.

Amen.
Gaynor Cobb.
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Ride and Stride
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We were ver y sad to  hear  that  I rene had died at  her  care home, she passed away ver y
peaceful ly;  I rene had been par t  of  the Ruckinge community  s ince moving here in  1974.

She was elected to  the Parochial  Church Counci l  in  1998 and became Church Secretar y  in
1980,  serving unt i l  1992 when she became Churchwarden.

Irene was crucial  in  the running of  Cof fee Mornings,  Bike Ride Days and the annual  Warm Up
for  Chr istmas as wel l  as many more act iv i t ies.

In 2008,  when the Bishop at  the t ime told us that  i f  we wanted the church to  stay open we
needed to do i t  ourselves,  without  hesi tat ion I rene said ‘Yes’.  So she ran Family  Services

and led Mat ins;  she had been a teacher  at  Brenzett  Pr imar y School  and was wel l  qual i f ied.
For  many years I rene helped to col late the Par ish Magazine and was responsible for  their

distr ibut ion.  Another  of  her  ski l ls  was f lower arranging and many are grateful  to  her  for  her
teaching of  that  ar t .  She loved singing and was a member of  the Ashford Choral  Society  and

the Brookland Singers.
I rene was a wonder ful  example to  us al l  of  loyal ty  and commitment

and she is  great ly  missed.
Mar y Si l l ibourne
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IRENE SHAW

Irene Shaw on the left .

Last  Sunday my daughter took me to Canterbury Cathedral  .  The object  of  the outing was to
attend Evensong and to be sworn in as  Churchwarden for  Ruckinge.  The swearing in takes place

every year at  a  special  service which I  was unable to go to this  year.  I  wasn't  the only one so
extra events had been laid on.The choir  stal ls  were ful l  and we were shown to seats  further up.

The Cathedral  Choir  is  on holiday and their  place was taken by a  Church choir  from
Pennsylvania in the USA.  It  was a  very large choir  with a  vast  age range.  My goodness they

could sing and their  Anthem had been written for  their  visit  to  England.After  the Service the
organ played I  don't  know what but it  got  a  well  deserved round of  applause from the many who

had stayed to l isten.  The Churchwardens who were present were ushered into a  side Chapel .
After  signing the the necessary paper work we were admitted to Off ice by the Archdeacon of

Canterbury.
 Mary Si l l ibourne Churchwarden Ruckinge Parish Church.
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Dear Warehorne Parish Students,

The Warehorne Unknown Donors Charity is  a  local  organisation established to provide f inancial
support  to the parishioners of  Warehorne.

Funds are raised not only through kind donations,  but also from the rental  income of  two
agricultural  f ields owned by the charity.  Parishioners originally donated these f ields in the

19th century,  a  testament to the community's  enduring support .
Over the years,  these funds have made a  signif icant difference in our community by helping to

support  children from the parish of  Warehorne in their  educational  journey and providing
essential  educational  items for  the local  school  and vil lage hall .

On occasion,  discretionary payments have been made to parishioners in t imes of  hardship.  
Funds are now distributed primarily to Warehorne students who are aged 16 or  over and in ful l-

t ime further education.  If  you or someone you know may benef it  from our help please apply
using the contact  information below.  We are also wil l ing to consider applications from younger

students or  their  parents i f  we have suff icient funds available.  

Email :    warehorneunknowndonors@yahoo.com 
Write to:  Warehorne Unknown Donors,  3  Hardens View,  Church Road,  Warehorne,  TN26 2LG

If  you wish to f ind out more information visit  the Charity Commission web-site
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission 

inserting charity number 241427.

Please note that  applications must be received by AUGUST 31st  annually for  each
year of  further education study and wil l  be considered by the committee of

trustees at  the AGM in September each year.  The value and distribution of  grants
wil l  depend upon funds available and cannot be guaranteed.  

.
We look forward to hearing from you,

Pam, Wil l ,  Kelly & Sam
Trustees,  Warehorne Unknown Donors Charity

 
Fresh fruit and vegetable stall:

seasonal produce sourced locally,
competitively priced.

Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet,
every Saturday 8am - 12pm

www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/
01233 733613 / 07484 380634
nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com

Warehorne Unknown Donors
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Over 60s Meet
This June at the Over 60’s enjoyed a talk by magician, Mike Davis, about the history of the Magic Circle
followed by him performing some magic tricks. The next day a group of us went to the Marsh Academy
Theatre to see a cast of 8-18 year olds perform Matilda the Musical which we all enjoyed.
On 13 June Rikki sang songs from the late 50s and 60s which surprisingly we remembered most of the words.

All members old and new are welcome to Cotton Hill House commencing at 2pm.

Contr ibute your  updates and photos at  edi torparmag@gmail.com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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Upcoming at t ract ions -  
27th June singer,  Johnny

wil l  enter tain us.  
11th July  Happy Days 

25 July  Leone wi l l  s ing
to us.

The Over  60s c loses for
SEPTEMBER and wi l l

return on 5 September.
For  fur ther  informat ion
contact  June McKay on

07799984110.

Magic ian,  Mike Dav is              S inger,  R ikk i
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www.ashfordsport.co.uk

Follow us on social media

For all your local sports news
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We collect scrap metal and use it to raise funds for the Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts and Guides.
Non-ferrous metals only:

Brass, Copper, Electric cable, Aluminium,
If unsure, just ask us: George & Margaret 
01233 732684 / hanlon1@btinternet.com

MORE CASH IN THAT PIGGY BANK!

 We haven’t had enough donations to make a run to the scrap metal merchants this
month so the 2025 total remains at £653.30 still  great news! 

Keep it coming! 
This cash helps the hard-working leaders and helpers of Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts &
Guides to continue to offer a wide range of activities for the youngsters who attend weekly.

Those same youngsters will grow up and become doctors, dentists, engineers, scientists and
other vital and useful members of society.

What better way to begin than in the Scouting and Guiding movements.

 SCRAP METAL,
please!
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We’re a family-run v ineyard s i tuated along Warehorne Road, just  hal f  a  mi le  outside of  Hamstreet.  
Harvest  t ime is  on the hor izon!  The grapes are almost  ready to  pick.  We run volunteer  harvest  days
where ever yone is  welcome. I t ’s  a  fun-f i l led day and i t ’s  a  great  way to  meet  new people and learn

more about  the winemaking process.  I f  you’d l ike to  get  involved this  year  then emai l
harvest@warehornevineyard.co.uk to  s ign up or  ask us fur ther  quest ions.  

Our  Cel lar  Door  is  open at  weekends 10am to 5pm so come vis i t  us to  pick up your  favouri te  award
winning wine or  stop of f  for  a  glass.  

Our  tour  and tast ing experience can be booked onl ine on our  websi te.  

mailto:hanlon1@btinternet.com
mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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I  hope th is  newslet ter  f inds you and your fami l ies a l l  wel l  and cont inu ing to enjoy th is  love ly  summer
weather,  a lbe i t  I  am sure rura l  farming communi t ies are hoping for  some gent le  s teady ra in .

Each summer br ings fami l iar  cr ime t rends – bogus ca l lers ,  rogue t raders,  and scams of  ever y t ype:
phone,  emai l ,  le t ter,  on l ine,  and even face - to- face at  your doorstep.  Never agree to unsol ic i ted work,

no matter  how cheap or  urgent  i t  sounds.  Scammers thr ive on pressure and haste,  so a lways stop,
check,  and i f  s t i l l  in  doubt ,  do noth ing.

Cr imina ls  qu ick ly  explo i t  current  events .  For  example,  recent  government changes to winter  fue l
payments could t r igger fake repayment scams.  B ig events ,  l ike pop group reunions,  wi l l  see bogus
t ickets and t rave l  of fers .  Later  in  the year,  expect  insu la t ion and heat ing scams.  The key is  to th ink

th ings through and avoid rushing dec is ions.
A longside these seasonal  scams,  ever yday cr imes pers is t :  thef ts  f rom sheds,  vehic les,  barns,  s tab les,
o i l  tanks,  and doorstep parce l  thef ts .  Even lower- leve l  cr imes of ten l ink back to drug funding.  P lease

repor t  a l l  inc idents ,  however smal l—unrepor ted cr ime makes i t  harder to warn and protect
communi t ies .  I f  you see suspic ious behav iour,  such as vehic les meet ing at  n ight  in  car  parks,repor t  i t .
I  am bui ld ing strong work ing re la t ionships wi th Ashford’s  Communi ty  Pol ic ing teams under Sergeants
Dan Edge and Jason Bushel l ,  who cover ne ighbourhood pol ic ing and task force response.  They re ly  on

accurate communi ty  in te l l igence to act  ef fect ive ly,  so ever y repor t  mat ters .
My f i re  serv ice background has a lways been prevent ion f i rs t—then swi f t ,  dec is ive act ion i f  inc idents

occur.  I  cont inue to work wi th pol ice leadership,  counci l lors ,  MPs,  and through hundreds of
communi ty  networks to keep Ashford res idents safe and informed.

Let  us be cr ysta l  c lear  here:  wi thout  you and your suppor t  th is  task would be ver y d i f f icu l t  indeed.  Not
impossib le,  but  ver y,  ver y d i f f icu l t .  Wi th future changes in loca l  government structures,

i t  is  essent ia l  that  Neighbourhood Watch remains strong,  c lear,  and focused.
Together we must  cont inue to improve and be bet ter  s t i l l .
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How to keep in touch.
If you have any questions about the woods or would like us to cover anything specific in our newsletter
then please get in touch with me.
Piers.griffin@naturalengland.org.uk
You can also follow us on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/wyehamstreetnnr

HAMSTREET WOODS   Would you l ike to help us?  
We are looking for  new volunteers to join our practical  group.  We work on the 1st  and 3rd

Tuesday and the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of  the month.  No experience necessary,  we provide al l
the PPE and biscuits  for  tea break.  Our group works on 3  sites  around the Ashford area.  The

tasks include coppicing,  dead hedging,  scrub control ,  fence and gate repairs ,  step construction,
and much more.  

EMAIL ME ON peternew1@aol.com or  cal l  me on 07768437422 and please jo in Woodchurch
Neighbourhood Watch.

Thank you for  your  suppor t
Peter  New (peternew1@aol.com)
Community  Neighbourhood Watch

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER
2025

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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 Church of England
 Saxon Shoreline Benefice

 Rector: Rev Geoff Abasolo-Munnery
 revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenefice@gmail.com
 Canon John Saunders
 (retired Anglican Priest)
 Pauline Williams
 (Benefice Safeguarding Officer)

07743598896 

07732682472 

07907676829 

 Methodist Minister  Rev. Adrian Roux
 revadrianroux@wesleys.uk

07721006800 

 Roman Catholic Priest  Father Hans, St Simon’s Church 01233 622399 

 Church of the Good Shepherd & 
 St Mary, Orlestone
 (C of E and Methodist Local 
 Ecumenical Partnership)

 Mrs Doreen Dawson  (Churchwarden)
 Mrs Janet Carter (Steward)
 David Smith (Steward)

07788 776941 
01233 732403 
01233 732368 

 St Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge  Mrs Mary Sillibourne (Churchwarden) 01233 732615 

 St Peter & St Paul, Bilsington Mrs Linda KIng (Churchwarden) 01233 720554

 St Matthew, Warehorne  Mrs Meriel Bailes (Churchwarden) 01233 731211 

 St Mary, Kenardington  Dr Stephen Coles 01233 721242 

 St Rumwold, Bonnington  Dr Norman Corfield (Churchwarden)  01233 720241 

 St Martin, Aldington  Tim Loat (Churchwarden) 07718052114 

Benefice Worship Calendar
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Parish Contacts

Benef ice BCP Holy  Communion on Wednesdays @ 12noon, St.  Mar y,  Or lestone:
Al l  welcome.

Key Events:  Saturday 6th September Cof fee Morning 10.00 am to 11.30 am Ruckinge Vi l lage Hal l
Saturday 13th September Ride and Str ide.  Ruckinge Vi l lage Hal l  wi l l  be open 10.00 am

to 6.00 pm for  Lunches,  teas,  cof fee,  cakes and savouries.
Saturday 27th September f rom 10.00 am Harvest  Fun Day,  Aldington Vi l lage Hal l.

mailto:revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenefice@gmail.com
mailto:revadrianroux@wesleys.uk
mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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All STD codes 01233 unless otherwise shown

 Hamstreet Surgery  Mon-Fri 8.00 – 18.30 01233 730190 

 Aldington & Bonnington Parish Council   Clerk: Peter Settlefield clerk@abpc.org.uk  07928 453208 

 Bilsington Parish Council  Clerk: Peter Settlefield Bilsingtonclerk@gmail.com

 Kenardington Parish Council  Clerk: Annette Beach 07905 658117 

 Orlestone Parish Council  Clerk: Sue Stiffell stiffells@btinternet.com 01233 628481 

 Ruckinge Parish Council  Clerk: Peter Settlefield www.ruckinge-pc.gov.uk  07714 000986 

 Warehorne Parish Council  Clerk: Annette Beach warehornepc@gmail.com 07905 658117 

 Bilsington Village Hall bookings  Vivienne Hudson 01233 721731 

 Bromley Green Hall bookings   Mark Nash 01233 733613 

 Hamstreet Church Hall bookings  Mrs. Val Showell 01233 733502 

 Hamstreet Pavilion bookings  Mags Wellsted-Boorman 07886 515573 

 Hamstreet Sports & Leisure Association  Mark Taylor (Field & MUGA bookings) 07786 712939 

 Kenardington Village Hall bookings  Mrs. Brenda Headley 01233 733085 

 Ruckinge Village Hall bookings  clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk 07714 300986 

 Victory Hall bookings  Mrs. Rita Ward weyward@hotmail.co.uk 07535 349910 

 Warehorne Village Hall bookings  Kelly O’Leary-White 01233 733980 

 Orlestone WI  Margaret Hanlon orlestonewi@outlook.com 07748 006249 

 Over 60s Club  Mrs. June McKay 01233 732879 

 Hamstreet Bowling Club Adam Smidmore 07947 007686

 Hamstreet Short Mat Bowls Club  Paula Scales 01233 334958 

 The Shed Men  Sid Gittens slgittens@btinternet.com 01233 732553 

 Table Tennis Club  David Smith 01233 732368 
 Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts and Guides Group  Group Scout contact: Melvyn Beeching gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

 Explorers: Dave Lukehurst   
 smugglersrhexplorers@gmail.com
 Scouts: Melvyn Beeching (as above)
 Cubs: Susan Hanlon csl@rhsandg.org.uk
 Beavers: Zoe Munro Ruckingebeavers1@outlook.com
 Squirrels: Jess Roberts gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

 Group Guide Contact: Mrs. Gill Andrews 
 gill.andrews79@gmail.com
 1st Ruckinge Guides Gill Andrews (as above)
 Brownies: Jane Munro janemunro44@yahoo.co.uk
 Rainbows: Gill Andrews (as above) 
 Supporters Group: gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

01303 271807 
07986 036320 

01233 730884 

07884 486706 

07779 442463 

 Royal British Legion  Dennis Seton 07880 761806 

 Therouanne Twinning Rep.  Mags Wellsted-Boorman 07886 515573 

 Children’s Society  Margaret Hanlon hanlon1@btinternet.com 07748 006249 

 Community Warden  Kathy Carter 07813 711940 

 Kent Police & Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  Peter New peternew1@aol.com 07768 437422 

 Bargain Oil Network  Susan Hanlon ordermeoil@hotmail.co.uk 01233 730884 

 SSAFA Forces Help Kent  kent.branch@ssafa.org.uk 0208 8956716 
 PARISH MAGAZINE  Margaret Hanlon editorparmag@gmail.com

 DEADLINE 21st monthly, ISSUED 28th monthly
07748 006249 

Local Contacts
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