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Personally I’m pathetically grateful for the few days when the sun
shows its face and usually abandon other jobs to drive out with my

husband and enjoy the countryside, keeping in the middle of the
road nowadays, avoiding puddles that may hide tank traps, the new

style of English driving. 

March-ing into spring

POTHOLE SEASON!!

Back in Hamstreet I’m still pleased to realise how many independent
businesses are in this area, from car maintenance to chocolate; pizzas to
portraits of Labradors; weeding to wine – all locally available. Some are

already advertising in this magazine and I’d welcome the opportunity to
promote more. Yes, you pay a small fee for an advert, minimum £3 per

month, because an income is necessary to keep the magazine going but
mainly to give local businesses another opportunity to tell us what they

can offer. 
One local business is featured this month, others will follow.
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Village Halls - Weekly Timetables & Events
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St. Mary Magdalene Church, Ruckinge
Well, what an exciting time at the church! 

Not only are we back in the church but we’re enjoying the new
facilities – running water at last, an accessible toilet complete with
baby- changing, a hot water machine to make providing coffee and

tea much easier. All clean and bright and new! There’s a simply
beautiful oak staircase leading up to the ringing platform – which is
the only dampener on our joy because we’ve learned that the work
to restore the bells to ringing condition could cost around £5,000
and of course we don’t have that spare at the moment. Thinking

caps on again! 

However, everyone was so pleased to be able to serve refreshments for
Janet Homewood’s funeral last month, knowing that she would have been

delighted with the completion of the work. 
This month sees a baptism, when baby Bessie is welcomed into the

Christian family, and the family can enjoy refreshments after the service. 
A memorial service is also planned in March, with a similar following

occasion. 
We will be holding a service of Thanksgiving and Dedication on Sunday
1st March, which will be led by Bishop Rose, Bishop of Dover but, before

that, the church opened its doors on 22 nd February for a ‘thank you’
afternoon to all who had supported and were interested in the

developments within the building. 
The church was full from 3 – 5pm and the atmosphere was joyous; it’s so

wonderful to feel the love that is given to this little village church that still
serves the community as it has done for centuries. On behalf of the PCC
and all the worshipping congregation – Thank You, very much indeed.

Mary Sillibourne, Churchwarden 01233 732615

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER TRAIL
A 10.30am service of Holy Communion on Palm Sunday, 29th March, will see the start of a Holy Week
and Easter Trail in St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne. We welcome everyone to this service when palm

crosses, small crosses woven from palm leaves, will be distributed.

Palm Sunday marks Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem greeted by crowds waving palm branches
and shouting “Hosanna”, recognizing him as a king and the Messiah.  Jesus did notgo as the conquering

hero, but, by riding on a donkey, demonstrated humility and peace.

Palm Sunday is the start of the final, intense week of Jesus’ life. The Church will be open 9am to 5pm
every day during this week for visitors to follow the trail, a depiction of the Bible story of this
important week for all, culminating in a celebratory Easter morning family Service with Holy

Communion in St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne, followed by light refreshment, to which all are
welcome.

Meriel Bailes
Churchwarden

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
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St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne
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SAY IT WITH SAM
Sam Bourner has been painting and crafting for  many years,

everything created individually and often using reclaimed items.
The tree sl ice portraits  and Christmas decorations that  are so
popular with her customers are on locally  sourced logs from

either storm damage or pollarded trees.  

Sam writes:   

I  enjoy making things for  people to treasure and that  have
sentimental  value.  I ’ve created memory boxes,  portraits ,  clothes
hangers,  house signs,  pub signs – even portraits  of  people i f  they
dare to sit  sti l l  for  long.  Walking around Hamstreet  you can see a

lot  of  signs that  I ’ve painted.  I  also love hand sewing l itt le
decorations,  cutting out by hand and mostly using remnants and

all  kinds of  materials  that  have a  vintage feel .  A recent project
has been to paint  children’s  coat  hangers to order,  using colours

and themes that  wil l  mean something to the child.  A recent order
is  pictured here.

You can visit  Sam’s page on Facebook and Instagram
@sayitwithsam

Local BusIness OF THE MONTH

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


The Hamstreet branch welcomes new members, who may or may not have any armed service links, but
share the aims of the Royal British Legion to provide welfare & support to service personnel & their

families. If you feel you could support such aims, please contact our Chairman, Dennis Seton, 0788076806. 
Thank you.

Peter Gostling 07713104488

Royal British Legion

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HAMSTREET & DISTRICT

BRANCH
The aim of  the Royal  British Legion
is  to support  ex-service personnel ,

but you do not need to be 
ex-military to belong.

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Shout about your business

with easy and affordable advertisment placing
in our vi l lage digital  publication.

With prices as  l itt le  as  £3 for  a  one off  advert
or contact  Margaret  on editorparmag@gmail .com

for a  no obligation quote for  yearly and quarterly costs .

Enhance your brand recognition by building strong
local  connections within your community

with local  advertising.   

Notable commemoration dates for 2026 are:

Monday 13th April - 82nd Anniversary of Johnson’s Corner, to honour the memory of Lt William Johnson
USAAF, on site. 

Sunday 13th September - 86th Battle of Britain service (location TBA)

Saturday 31st October - our Annual Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning in the Victory Hall

Sunday 8th November - Remembrance Service in Ruckinge Church

Wednesday 12th November - Armistice Day service at the Hamstreet War Memorial

JOHNSON’S CORNER
Hamstreet continues to remember with immense gratitude the

self sacrifice of Lt William (Bill) H Johnson USAAF, whose selfless
act on 13th April 1944, saved so very many lives. 

A Remembrance service takes place each year on 13th April at
Johnson’s corner, Hamstreet, where wreaths are laid by Orlestone
Parish Council and by the Hamstreet Branch of the Royal British

Legion.
This service is attended by villagers, friends and enthusiasts from

as far as Suffolk, Norfolk and America, who come along to give
their support and remember a very special man who gave his life

to save others. 

PLEASE JOIN US AT 11am on MONDAY 13th APRIL FOR
THE 82nd ANNIVERSARY 

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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We’re a family-run vineyard situated along Warehorne Road, just half a mile outside of Hamstreet. 
This is a particularly interesting season to visit the vineyard when a demonstration of pruning can be arranged and

visitors can enjoy our new tasting room, freshly furnished and kitted out with a kitchen and other facilities. Also
newly available are Cheese or Charcuterie boards, £15.00 pp, a welcome treat to enjoy alongside a Tour and Tasting.
Our Cellar Door is open at weekends 10am to 5pm so come visit us to pick up your favourite award winning wine or

stop off for a glass. 
Our tour and tasting experience can be booked online on our website. 

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Orlestone WI
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Contact  Margaret  Hanlon 07748 006249 or  hanlon1@btinternet.com

 Come as a guest for 2 meetings, paying just £1 per month, before becoming a member. The WI is a
national organisation, existing to improve the lives of women and the things that matter to them. You

can become involved at a local, county or national level – the opportunities are there for you !

March is  our Annual  Meeting month when a new Committee and President is  voted in.  Because
Orlestone WI sets  a  maximum 3 years period of  off ice before taking at  least  a  one-year break there’s
always the need for  some new committee members who can bring their  own ideas and experience to

ensure that  the WI is  always moving forward and never grows stale .  
Currently we’re celebrating our 60th Anniversary Year by supporting various good causes and

members wil l  be bringing toothpaste,  toothbrushes and other items of  dental  hygiene which wil l  be
donated to Rising Sun to help women f leeing domestic  abuse.

Margaret  Hanlon 07748 006249 orlestone.wi@outlook.com

** because the children grew up ‘to be seen and not heard’,  becoming traditionalists ,  more l ikely to
conform and not question authority.  Hmmm, as  one who fal ls  into that  category,  I ’m not entirely sure

about that!

Our February meeting took many of  us back to the early 1970s and gave us the
chance to chant the ending to several  adverts .  Can you add to last  words to ‘A
Mars a  day helps you … ’  ?  and ‘Now hands that  do dishes can be … ’  or  can you

join with Tommy Steele with ‘what a  picture,  what a  picture,  what a  photograph
. . .‘  As  well  as  stirring memories there were some interesting discussions

regarding the good and bad about those t imes and the present.  Oh,  and why
those born between 1928 and 1945 are cal led The Si lent  Generation.  **

At the end of  the month a  group went to
Jempson’s  Supermarket,  Peasmarsh to enjoy a
very interesting visit  to  the headquarters of
the Rye Bakery.  Jempson’s  began as  a  bakery
in 1935 and has expanded since then across
East  Sussex and Kent.  Tours can be booked

every 3rd Wednesday  of the month and costs
£15 ,  which includes a  hot  drink and a jam

doughnut and a  mini  loaf.  You hear an
informative and interesting talk while

watching the bakery at  work.  Highly
recommended – details  on the f lyer pictured
to your right.  Bookings must be done online

and paid in advance.  

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Two themes have dominated Cubs recently, nature and playing games.

Cubs have been learning a few common trees, birds and wildflowers to help them feel connected to our
local environment as they explore this. Most can now point out and name at least 6 of each. We visited

the woods and looked for signs of Spring. They were few and far between but we did notice new growth
on the woodbine. What we could see was branch structure. Combining observing this with looking at

bark, we discovered different trees have developed different ways of trying to direct as much rain water
as possible to their roots. In particular, we compared oak, silver birch and hornbeam. It’s worth taking a

look next time you’re wandering in the woods. Games and nature came together as we played a wide
game in the woods. We got really muddy running between bases, collecting ‘treasure’ (gathered sticks),
but being hindered by the opposition pulling off our ‘tails’ (HV vests tucked into trousers or pockets),

hanging loose.
Games were varied but with a focus on team games. A new game to us was introduced, usually known as
‘bench ball’ but we used chairs. It involved throwing a ball from one half of the hall, over the heads of the

opposition to be caught by a team member standing on a chair. If caught, your throw was rewarded by
you going and standing on the chairs. The first team with all members on chairs wins.

Games involved a tabletop game from China and one from South Korea. These went down well and
introduced the idea of Chinese New Year ready for our last meeting of the term. Cubs learnt about the

story of the Jade Emperor and the animals crossing the river for the order of animals in the Chinese
lunar calendar to be decided. They also helped prepare and cook a stir fry with a sweet and sour sauce.
We fried prawn crackers too. It was the first time some had eaten noodles. Parents had to hang around

and encourage their Cubs to leave, the food was such a hit!

We’ll focus on skills next term, e.g. using a drill and a hammer, ironing, setting table, peeling a potato etc.
We touched on this last term with each Cub sewing on one triangle of fabric to our homemade bunting

with some of the fabric having been tie-died by us.
There may now be three leaders but we can’t all make it each week so need a supportive team. Cubs
getting the most out of activities demands adult attention to be on hand quickly and for there to be

enough adults to spot Cubs needing support before they feel bad about the experience. Leaders can also
spread planning and they bring different skills. 

Could you join us?

The Cub programme is hugely varied. There are traditional activities like hiking, cooking over fire,
camping, playing team games, but there are other aspects such as thinking about serving the

community, protecting the environment, finding out about other faiths, learning about being healthy,
team building and reflecting on ourselves and our lives.

Do you have a skill or interest you’d like to share with Cubs? 

You can take a look at the main badges online to see if you can fit your skills into our programme, search
online at www.scouts.org.uk then Cub Awards. We concentrate on earning the Challenge Awards but

would be happy to work with you on an Activity Badge.
Susan Hanlon

Akela
susanhanlon@live.co.uk preferred contact route

01233 730884 (usually answer phone)

1ST Ruckinge & Hamstreet Cub Pack
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Pit  your wits
against  our Cubs!  
Can you decipher

which tree is
which?

Answers to be
found on page 17

1 2 3
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Fresh fruit and vegetable stall: seasonal
produce sourced locally, competitively priced.

Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet, every
Saturday 8am - 12pm

www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/
01233 733613 / 07484 380634
nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com

The Begging Bowl is still in action …

Many will have seen my regular appeals on the local Facebook pages for all sorts of things
for all sorts of good causes. 

No apology but a reminder of what I’m happy to receive and pass on :

Used stamps please leave at least 5mm around them for the Pilgrims Hospice.

Old foreign and British coins & bank notes. I’m continuing to collect these and the next collection
will  raise funds for the Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides group, helping to build a

useful, thoughtful and caring new generation.

Medical supplies & mobility equipment to send to the hospitals and care organisations in Ukraine.

Scrap metal – brass, copper, aluminium, electric cable for Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts & Guides.

Not sure? Ask us! 

George & Margaret Hanlon 01233 732684 07748 006249
Leave in or near the porch at 28 Willow Drive, Hamstreet TN26 2HZ

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
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The March programme for the Over 60s will
commence on 6th with us painting our chicks

that we had made earlier (sounds like Blue
Peter), under the watchful eye of Fiona just in

time for Easter.

On 20th March singer Geoff will make a
welcome return.

Please note there will be no Over 60s on 3rd
April as it’s Good Friday, but on 17th April

Chicory Tip will be here.

The Over 60s meet at Cotton Hill House
commencing at 2pm. If you would like further

information please contact June McKay on
07799984110. 

New members are always welcome. We are a
friendly lot!!

Over 60s Meet

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
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Example of  a  pottery chick
(not  ours)

Chicory Tip
joining us on the

17th April
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Brass, Copper, Electric cable, Aluminium,
If unsure, just ask us: George & Margaret 

01233 732684 / hanlon1@btinternet.com

MORE CASH IN THAT PIGGY BANK!

SO FAR SO GOOD!

The total raised in 2025 has reached £944.80 - no trip

to the scrap yard in Februrary  - all due to the kind

hearts and good memories of local people. Thank you

very much and keep it coming! 

This cash helps the hard-working leaders and helpers of

Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides to continue to

offer a wide range of activities for the youngsters who

attend weekly.

Those same youngsters will grow up and become doctors,

dentists, engineers, scientists and other vital and useful

members of society.

What better way to begin than in the Scouting and

Guiding movements.

 SCRAP METAL, please!
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Prices are still rising but slowly, at least for us. I got 54.46ppl on 2 nd February then 55ppl on
16th, fingers crossed there’s no sudden leap forward come the next orders, 2nd and 16th March.

The number of orders through me are continuing to be low, at the moment. Possible factors could be the move to
online of this magazine or maybe more people are finding online groups to order through. Is this service slowly

becoming irrelevant?
During the colder months I order twice a month on the 2nd and 15th (in both cases on the next working day if these

dates are at the weekend). However, April will see the return of once a month ordering till October, 2nd or next
working day.

Please get your orders to me by the early evening of the day before. I always try to add latecomers but it’s an
unwelcome extra job for me and the winning company could say no to orders over and above those they’ve quoted

on the basis of. 
Any queries or to order, please e-mail me, where possible. I always acknowledge messages no matter how I receive

them so please chase me if you don’t hear from me. I'd rather people don't contact me via other routes, e.g.
messenger, text.

Any household within a 5 mile radius of Hamstreet can access this service. You’re welcome to pass on my details. I
know that means some people who are in Aldington Parish fall outside the area but there’s really nothing I can do

about it, it’s not my rule.
Please be reassured, there’s no additional cost or on-going commitment to ordering your oil through me. I am just a

member of the community and this is a voluntary, not-for-profit service that I slot in around my work, family and
other activities. 

Contact me for more information.

Susan Hanlon ordermeoil@hotmail.co.uk (preferred contact route)
01233 730884 - often answer-phone (I can take several days to pick up. I have had some landline problems recently)

07810436191 – usually voicemail (absolute last resort, please)

Villages’  Bargain Oil Network
Answers for pg11.   1. Silver berch   2. Oak   3. Hornbeam

mailto:hanlon1@btinternet.com
mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Key Events:  Lent course being run on Thursdays at  7pm at  Various Churches please speak to
your Church Warden re:  Venues.
Saturday 14th March Table Top Sale  from 10am at  St .  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge

SAXON SHORELINE BENEFICE WORSHIP CALENDAR FOR March 2026

1st  Sunday:  1st  March
Lent 2
St .  David’s  Day

(Purple/LA)

2nd Sunday:  8th March
Lent 3

(Purple or  LA)

9.00am Holy Communion
9.00am CW Holy Communion
10.30am Methodist  Communion
10.30am Service of  Thanksgiving and
Dedication with Bishop Rose

St.  Matthew, Warehorne
St.  Rumwold,  Bonnington
Church of  the Good Shepherd,  Hamstreet
St .  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge

9.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Matins
10.30am Morning Worship
10.30 am Morning Worship
10.45am Holy Communion

SS Peter & Paul ,  Bi lsington
St.  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge
Church of  the Good Shepherd,  Hamstreet
St .  Matthew, Warehorne
St.  Martin,  Aldington

3rd Sunday:  15th March
Lent 4
Mothering Sunday

(Purple or  LA/Rose)

9.00am CW Holy Communion
9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Food for  Thought
10.45am Worship Service

St .  Rumwold,  Bonnington
St.  Mary,  Orlestone
Church of  the Good Shepherd,  Hamstreet
St .  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge
St.  Martin,  Aldington

4th Sunday:  22nd March
Lent 5

(Purple or  LA)

9.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship
10.45am Holy Communion
6.30pm Evensong (fol lowed by
APCM)

SS Peter & Paul ,  Bi lsington
St.  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge
Church of  the Good Shepherd,  Hamstreet
St .  Martin,  Aldington
St.  Matthew, Warehorne

5th Sunday 29th March
Lent 6
Palm Sunday

(Purple/LA/Rose)

10.30am Benef ice Holy Communion
Palm Sunday wil l  be the start  of  a
Holy Week and Easter Trail  in  St
Matthew’s Church,  Warehorne,
depicting the story of  Easter.

St .  Matthew, Warehorne

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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Midweek Benef ice Holy Communion Services at  12  noon,  Wednesdays at  St .  Mary
Orlestone al l  welcome.

Benefice Worship Calendars For March

Church of  England
Saxon Shoreline Benef ice

Rector:  Rev Geoff  Abasolo-Munnery
revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenef ice@gmail .com
Canon John Saunders
(retired Anglican Priest)
Pauline Wil l iams
(Benef ice Safeguarding Off icer)

ParIsh Contacts

Methodist  Minister Rev.Adrian Roux
revadrianroux@wesleys.uk

Roman Catholic  Priest Father Hans,  St  Simon's  Church

Church of  the Good Shepherd
& St  Mary,  Orlestone
(C of  E and Methodist  Local
Ecumenical  Partnership)

Mrs Doreen Dawson (Churchwarden)
Mrs Janet  Carter  (Steward)
David Smith (Steward)

St  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge Mrs Mary Si l l ibourne (Churchwarden)

St  Peter & St  Paul ,  Bi lsington

St Matthew, Warehorne

St Mary,  Kenardington

St Rumwold,  Bonnington

St Martin,  Aldington

Mrs Linda King (Churchwarden)

Mrs Meriel  Bailes  (Churchwarden)

Dr Stephen Coles

Dr Norman Corf ield (Churchwarden)

Tim Loat (Churchwarden)

07743 598896

07732 682472

07907 676829

07721 006800

01233 622399

07788 776941
01233 732403
01233 732368 

01233 732615

01233 720554

01233 731211

01233 721242

01233 720241

07718 052114

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Local Contacts
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Hamstreet Surgery                                             Mon-Fri 8.00 – 18.30                                                                                                      01233 730190

Aldington & Bonnington ParishCouncil     Emily Arnold                         clerk@aldingtonandbonnington-pc.gov.uk      07928 453208

Bilsington Parish Council                                 Peter Settlefield                   Bilsingtonclerk@gmail.com

Kenardington Parish Council                          Annette Beach                      clerk@kenardington-pc.gov.uk                             07905 658117

Orlestone Parish Council Clerk                      Sue Stiffell                              stiffells@btinternet.com                                         01233 628481

Ruckinge Parish Council                                  Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                       07714 000986

Warehorne Parish Council                               Annette Beach                      clerk@warehorne-pc.gov.uk                                  07905 658117

Bilsington Village Hall bookings                   Vivienne Hudson                                                                                                           01233 721731

Bromley Green Hall bookings                        Mark Nash                                                                                                                        01233 733613

Hamstreet Church Hall bookings                 Mrs Val Showell                                                                                                              01233 733502

Hamstreet Pavilion bookings                         Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                            07886 515573

Hamstreet Sports & Leisure Assoc.             Mark Taylor                                                                                                                     07786 712939

(Field & MUGA bookings) 

Kenardington Village Hall booking              Mrs Brenda Headley                                                                                                     01233 733085

Ruckinge Village Hall bookings                     Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                      07714 300986

Victory Hall bookings                                        Mrs Rita Ward                       weyward@hotmail.co.uk                                        07535 349910

Warehorne Village Hall bookings                  Kelly O’Leary-White                                                                                                     01233 733980

Orlestone WI                                                         Margaret Hanlon                  orlestonewi@outlook.com                                    07748 006249

Over 60s Club                                                       Mrs June McKay                                                                                                             01233 732879

Hamstreet Bowling Club                                  Adam Smidmore                                                                                                            07947 007686

Hamstreet Short Mat Bowls Club                 Paula Scales                                                                                                                      01233 334958

The Shed Men                                                      Sid Gittens                                slgittens@btinternet.com                                     01233 732553

Table Tennis Club                                               David Smith                                                                                                                     01233 732368

Ruckinge & Hamstreet

Scouts and Guides Group

Group Scout contact :                                       Melvyn Beeching                   gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                 01303 271807

Explorers :                                                             Dave Lukehurst                     smugglersrhexplorers@gmail.com                    07986 036320

Scouts :                                                                   Melvyn Beeching                  (as above)

Cubs:                                                                       Susan Hanlon                         csl@rhsandg.org.uk

Beavers :                                                                 Zoe Munro                              Ruckingebeavers1@outlook.com

Squirrels :                                                               Jess Roberts                           gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                  01233 730884 

Group Guide Contact :                                      Mrs Gill Andrews                  gill.andrews79@gmail.com                                    07779 442463

Ist Ruckinge Guides:                                         Gill Andrews                           (as above)

“ “ Brownies :                                                        Jane Munro                             janemunro44@yahoo.co.uk                                   07884 486706

“ “ Rainbows :                                                       Gill Andrews                          (as above)

Supporters Group :                                                                                                 gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

Royal British Legion                                          Dennis Seton                                                                                                                   07880 761806

Therouanne Twinning Rep.                            Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                             07886 515573

Children’s Society                                              Margaret Hanlon                   hanlon1@btinternet.com                                       07748 006249

Community Warden                                          Kathy Carter                                                                                                                    07813 711940

Kent Police & Neighbourhood                       Peter New                                peternew1@aol                                                          07768 437422

Watch Co-ordinator 

Bargain Oil Network                                          Susan Hanlon                         ordermeoil@hotmail.co.uk                                   01233 730884

SSAFA Forces Help Kent                                                                                        Kent.branch@ssafa.org.uk                                    0208 8956716

PARISH MAGAZINE                                          Margaret Hanlon                   editorparmag@gmail.com                                     07748 006249

DEADLINE 21 st monthly, 

ISSUED 28 th monthly

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com

