
EDITORIAL April  2026
There are so many bad things in the world right now

and the future doesn’t  look entirely rosy but i f
we narrow our focus there’s  sti l l  so much that’s

good closer to home.  I ’m sure I ’m not the only one
to get  excited every time I  spot another spring

f lower and their  freshness yet  again brings pleasure
and hope.  Easter  means a  lot  to so many,  especial ly

in the church.  Those from the Church of  the
Good Shepherd wil l  be walking around Hamstreet

with the Cross on Good Friday,  a  solemn ref lection
on Christ ’s  sacrif ice;  Warehorne church has an

Easter Trail  for  al l  to  fol low;  Ruckinge church wil l
have

an Easter Garden.  If  Easter  just  means hot cross
buns and chocolate eggs to you then that’s  f ine,

both are delicious and if  we take a  moment to
recognise their  historic  symbolism then so much the
better.  As well  as  foodie treats  we have quite a  lot  of

disruption to look forward to when UK
Power Networks dig trenches along Warehorne and

Ruckinge Road.  I ’m sure we hope that  the
annoyance wil l  be offset  by a  brighter result .
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I  enjoy travel ,  camping and I  am a keen
software coder.  I  helped run a Code Club

at a  primary school  for  2  years when I  was
in secondary school .  I  have completed

both my Duke of  Edinburgh Bronze and
Silver Awards and am looking forward to

the challenge of  Gold.  I  have also achieved
the Chief  Scout Platinum and Diamond

Awards.   In October 2026 I  wil l  be
climbing Kil imanjaro,  something I  am

approaching as  a  personal  growth
experience and one I  am very much

looking forward to.  I  am training in the
gym 4-5 days a  week to ensure I  am

physical ly  prepared for  the challenge.

A b o u t  t h e  G u e s t  Ed i to r
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ST MATTHEW’SCHURCH, WAREHORNE
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER TRAIL

A 10.30am service of Holy Communion on Palm
Sunday, 29th March, will see the start of a Holy
Week and Easter Trail in St Matthew’s Church,

Warehorne. We welcome everyone to this service
when palm crosses, small crosses woven from
palm leaves, will be distributed. Palm Sunday
marks Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem

greeted by crowds waving palm branches and
shouting “Hosanna”, recognizing him as a king

and the Messiah. Jesus did not go as the
conquering hero, but, by riding on a donkey,

demonstrated humility and peace. Palm Sunday
is the start of the final, intense week of Jesus’ life.

The Church will be open 9am to 5pm every day
during this week for visitors to follow the trail, a

depiction of the Bible story of this important
week for all, culminating in a celebratory Easter

morning family Service with Holy Communion at
10am, in St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne,

followed by light refreshment, to which all are
welcome.

Meriel Bailes
Churchwarden
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S t  Ma r y  Ma g d a l e n e  C h u rc h ,  R u c k i n g e
Well ,  what a  lovely month we have had.  It  al l  started the last  Sunday in

February with an Open Afternoon to let  people see what we had done with the
Church to make it  more user friendly.  We were delighted at  the number of

people who came to join us.  They came not just  from Ruckinge but from far  and
wide,  mostly those who had supported our many fundraising events.  The

following Sunday 1  st  March Bishop Rose,  the   Bishop of  Dover,  came to lead
our Service of  celebration   and to bless  everything   we have had done- new

gates,  new safe path,  new kitchen,  new toilet  and vestry and lovely new heating.
As with the week before we were able to supply ample refreshments.

The fol lowing Sunday we had the f irst  Baptism, welcoming baby Bessie,  when
the family were able to have their  party afterwards in the Church.    Then on

Friday 20 th March we had standing room only for  the celebration for  the l i fe  of
Lou Hodgson,  again fol lowed by refreshments.  What a  difference having

running water -  and hot water at  that  -  makes to l i fe .  Our fundraising Tabletop
Sale added £230 to the piggy bank and was good fun but the fol lowing day was

even better  as  it  was Mothering Sunday and it  was lovely to have so many
children and families  come along to eat  bacon rolls ,  l isten to the service,  plant

sunf lower seeds and help hand out posies .
We held a  Spring coffee morning in March but the Archdeacon has told us to

rest!  So our weekly Summer   Coffee Mornings wil l  not  start  unti l  Saturday May
9th.  However,  on Tuesday 28th April  we wil l  be holding our inaugural  meeting

of  something we are going to cal l  “Tuesdays Together” when we wil l  meet for  a
cup of  tea or  coffee and a  biscuit  and be sociable together,  see more about this
on the poster on this  page.  We’l l  be there between 10am and 12 noon   but you
can come and go as  you l ike.  There are many people who lack company or just
want to relax among friends,  i f  you know of  others who might enjoy this  new

occasion please tel l  them all  about it .
This  year we are real ly  looking forward to celebrating Easter  in our own church;

last  year the building was already closed for  work to commence and we’l l  be
hosting the St .  George&#39;s  Day service at  10.30 on Sunday April  26 th and look

forward to welcoming the young people from Ruckinge and Hamstreet  Scouts
&amp; Guides.  We need to celebrate our Patron Saint  and to pray for  our Country.

Mary Si l l ibourne Churchwarden
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Lo c a l  B u s I n e s s  OF  TH E  MON TH
Mark initial ly  started Nash Potatoes approximately 13

years ago,  just  sel l ing potatoes.  As potato sales  dropped,  I
was asked by customers to do other vegetables,  so added

cabbages and caulif lowers.  Over the years I  have included
a wider range of  fresh,  local ,  seasonal  vegetables and also

fruit ,  eggs and juices.  I  am l icenced to trade near
Bournewood bus stop every Saturday morning 8-12 and

have been setting up there since May 2014.  If  the weather
is  too windy to safely set  the stal l  up,  we serve nearby

from our blue van.
During lockdown,  we had long queues of  customers

requiring our produce and provided a  delivery service for
those isolating,  although nowadays on average only 3

dozen attend the stal l ,  but  we usually have more ordering
boxes at  Christmas.

Our produce is  fresh from the growers and customers
often remark that  it  is  tasty and keeps well .  We try to

keep our prices competitive and although often advertised
per ki lo,  we sel l  in much smaller  quantities  as  required.
Our weekly stock l ist  is  advertised on our facebook page

as well  as  being shared on the Hamstreet  Community
page.

This  is  a  community service and we hope to have enough
customers each week to cover our expenses (doesn’t

always happen!)
Margaret  Nash

Fresh fruit and vegetable stall: seasonal
produce sourced locally, competitively priced.

Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet, every
Saturday 8am - 12pm

www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/
01233 733613 / 07484 380634
nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com
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Roya l  B r i t i s h  Le g i o n

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HAMSTREET & DISTRICT

BRANCH
The aim of  the Royal  British Legion
is  to support  ex-service personnel ,

but you do not need to be 
ex-military to belong.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Shout about your business

with easy and affordable advertisment placing
in our vi l lage digital  publication.

With prices as  l itt le  as  £3 for  a  one off  advert
or contact  Margaret  on editorparmag@gmail .com

for a  no obligation quote for  yearly and quarterly costs .

Enhance your brand recognition by building strong
local  connections within your community

with local  advertising.   

“The Hamstreet  branch welcomes new members,  who may or may not have any armed
service l inks,  but share the aims of  the Royal  British Legion to provide welfare & support  to

service personnel  & their  families .  If  you feel  you could support  such aims,  please contact
our Chairman,  Dennis  Seton,  0788076806.

Thank you

Peter Gostl ing 07713104488

JOHNSON’S CORNER
Hamstreet  continues to remember with immense
gratitude the self  sacrif ice of  Lt  Wil l iam (Bil l)  H
Johnson USAAF,  whose self less  act  on 13th April

1944,  saved so very many l ives.
A Remembrance service takes place each year on
13th April  at  Johnson’s  corner,  Hamstreet,  where

wreaths are laid by Orlestone Parish Council  & by
the Hamstreet  Branch of  the Royal  British Legion.

This  service is  attended by vi l lagers,  fr iends &
enthusiasts  from as far  as  Suffolk,  Norfolk &

America,  who come along to give their  support  &
remember a  very special  man who gave his  l i fe  to

save others.
PLEASE JOIN US AT 11am on MONDAY 13th APRIL

FOR THE 82nd ANNIVERSARY
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Johnson's  Corner 
The memorial  was erected and established to honour the memory of  Lieutenant Wil l iam (Bil l)  H Johnson of  the United

States Army Air  Force (USAAF),  who aged 23,  sacrif iced his  l i fe  on Thursday,  13th April  1944 to save his  crew and the
residents of  Hamstreet .  

Lt  Johnson (Bil l)  was the pilot  of  a  Boeing B-17  Flying Fortress of  the 711th Bombardment Squadron,  447th Bombardment
Group,  United States Army Air  Force (USAAF) .  At  the t ime of  his  death,  Lt  Johnson's  squadron was based at  Rattlesden,  Bury

St Edmunds,  Suffolk.  
Lt  Johnson and his  crew was one of  243 B-17s  which were taking part  in a  raid to bomb the Messerschmitt  aircraft  plant at

Augsburg in Bavaria,  Southern Germany.  When f lying in formation their  position was no 4  in the lead squadron.  
Approximately 200 miles  from the French coast  the bombers came under heavy,  accurate f lak f ire  

F. )  
which caused a  number of  planes to abort  and head home,  including Lt  Johnson's  aircraft ,  after  having suffered heavy

damage.  
Once the Flying Fortress was over the Kent coast  at  Hythe,  Lt  Johnson ordered his  crew to bale  out from their  stricken

aircraft ,  but  he took the 
decision to attempt to crash land the aircraft .  As he crossed the Romney Marsh and approaching the vi l lage of  Hamstreet,

Lt  Johnson realised that  his  B-17  was going to crash into the vi l lage,  and in order to avoid the inevitable loss  of  l i fe  amongst
the local  population,  he sacrif iced his  own l i fe  by crashing the huge bomber to the south of  the vi l lage.  

After  the crash,  Technical  Sergeant Frank L Hazzard of  2541 Bleden Avenue,  Chicago,  I l l inois ,  USA,  submitted the fol lowing
report:  

"For about twenty minutes after  we hit  the French coast  and were well  on our way to Augsburg,  everything went along
smoothly,  but then suddenly al l  hel l  began to break loose.  A terrif ic  explosion sounded directly beneath my turret .  I  knew

we had been hit  pretty badly because I  heard the co-pilot  saying that  he was going to feather number four engine and
number three was out also.  The power l ine in my top 

turret  was also hit ,  rendering my guns useless .  Al l  four off ices had been wounded by the f lak so I  proceeded to the cockpit
to see i f  there was anything I  could do.  The co-pilot  had been hit  in the arm rather badly;  I  cut  his  sleeve open and

bandaged his  wrist  and arm.  The pilot  had been hit  also,  in the back of  the neck,  but he told me to take care of  the navigator
f irst .  I  then went to the nose of  the ship and saw that  the navigator had been hit  in the leg.  I  sl it  open his  trouser leg;  the

wound was bleeding very badly and I  knew he must have been in great  pain,  but al l  the t ime I  was working on his  leg he
stood up and continued to navigate the ship.  The bombardier  

had also been hit  in the arm but the cut  was not bleeding,  so I  f igured that  we would be OK.  About this  t ime the co-pilot
cal led and asked me 

to transfer  the fuel  from number four to number one engine.  This  done,  I  proceeded to throw al l  my ammunition and
ammunition boxes,  f lak helmet and other moveable equipment out of  the plane in order to l ighten the load.  I  went to the

nose and did the same thing there.  About this  t ime we were hit  again and number one went out.  We were f lying on one
engine and losing alt itude and f lying speed al l  the t ime.  I  guess we were in a  pretty bad spot but I  was too busy 

running from my turret  to the nose,  to  the cockpit  and back again,  to  think too much about it .  Down in the nose I  put
another bandage on the navigator 's  leg.  By this  t ime I  knew the leg must have been paining him horribly,  but he did a

wonderful  job,  in my opinion he deserves a  lot  of  credit  for  getting us home.  When we hit  the channel  we were f lying at
8,000 feet ,  when we f inally  reached the English coast  we were at  1 ,500 feet .  Just  as  I  thought we were going to make it  back
home in one piece,  I  felt  the ship vibrating something awful ,  looking out of  my window I  saw that  she was on f ire .  I  was in

the 
nose at  the t ime,  tapping the navigator on the shoulder,  I  showed him the f ire .  He nodded his  

assent.  
I  then went back to the pilot's  compartment,  I  saw the bombardier  on the catwalk of  the bomb 

bay looking for  his  chute.  I  remembered that  he had left  it  in my turret  position,  so I  Immediately went there and got  the
chute,  s ince the bombardier,  because of  his  wounded arm, couldn't  get  the chute on.  I  snapped it  on for  him and assisted

him in getting out of  the plane through the open bomb bay.  By this  t ime I  thought everyone outside of  the pilot  and myself  
had left  the ship.  I  looked towards his  seat  and saw him getting up preparing to jump.  Later on I  found out that  he had

never gotten out of  the plane,  but had been kil led when it  crashed about half  a  mile  from where I  jumped.  We were now at
about 800 feet ,  so I  f igure it  was high time for  me to get  the hell  out  of  the plane.  I  went through the bomb bay.  When I

landed I  saw the co-pilot  a  few feet  away.  The f irst  thing he said to me was,  "Combat's  rough,  you can get  hurt  at  this  sort  of
 thing.”  It  struck me as very funny at  that

moment,  but I  guess there's  nothing funny about what we went through.  If  it  hadn't  been for  the courage and skil l  of  our
pilot  in bringing the ship home -  the wreck it  was on one engine;  and for  the wonderful  job done by our navigator even

 ".though he was in constant pain and weak through loss  of  blood,  we could never have made it  back
It  is  believed that  Lt  Johnson saw the vi l lage coming up and sat  back in his  seat  to bring the crippled bomber down away

  . from Hamstreet
The crew were saddened at  the loss  of  Lt  Johnson,  as  they know he gave them priority.  He was nominated for  the

 Congressional  Medal  of  LO6
  .Honours and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously

During the mid 1990s the vi l lage of  Hamstreet  f inally  got  a  bypass,  during the construction of  which,  a  new road junction
was formed on land owned by JW Goddard & Sons of  Ham Mill  Farm, Hamstreet,  who also owned the ground where Lt

 Johnson had died on Thursday,  13th April  1944.  The above road junction was named ' Johnson's
 Corner '  in  remembrance of  Lieutenant Wil l iam (Bil l)  H Johnson.  6

 Lieutenant Wil l iam (Bil l)  H Johnson USAAF
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Being a  fan of  outspoken songwriters  l ike Bob Dylan and Roger Waters (ex-Pink Floyd) ,  I  have often been
inspired to pen the odd protest  song myself  (feel  free to sift  through the albums by ‘Adam Colton and Teresa

Colton’  online if  you feel  so inclined) .  Bruce Springsteen has recently resurrected the protest  genre with his  ‘Streets
of  Minneapolis’  –  well  worth a  l isten in my opinion.

The current state of  affairs  seems truly scary if  you’re remotely concerned about the plight of  ordinary
people around the globe and the potential  epic-scale  disaster  that  cl imate change looks set  to inf l ict  on future

generations.  As we try to save on electricity and cut out unnecessary journeys and food-miles,  our leaders cannot
seriously say that  the constant black clouds from bombs detonated by al l  s ides isn’t  negating al l  our best  efforts  to

make future l i fe  on this  planet more stable.
For many of  us this  side of  the Atlantic ,  Donald Trump has been a  bit  of  a  f igure of  fun for  many years,  as

we try to get  our heads around how he could ever f ind himself  running the world’s  most powerful  country.  Twice!
Yet,  as  many consider voting for  those advocating similar  policies  here,  I  f ind my songs about the state of  affairs

growing more serious in tone.  Maybe the Iran war wil l  have ended by the t ime you read this  (I  doubt it)  but  it  seems
that l i fe  is  going to get  very expensive again.  Wil l  the Iranian people be any better  off ?  Or wil l  Putin and other

questionable leaders just  be emboldened by what has happened? Time wil l  tel l . . .

Lots  of  explosions f i l l ing the air,
More refugees,  but does anyone care?
Houses blown up,  plumes f i l l  the sky,

Does anyone ever stop to ask why?
Remember when Trump said to Zelenskyy,

‘You’re gambling [around] with World War Three?’
But his  Nobel  Peace Prize chances are blown,

So now he’s  embarked on a  war of  his  own.

For years we’ve been trying to stop cl imate change,
Meanwhile  our ‘great’  leaders,  they sti l l  act  the same,

We turn off  l ights,  while  they f i l l  the skies,
With non-stop explosions,  this  cannot be wise!

Trump hopes that  Putin wil l  be a  good mate,
If  he f inds his  country a  51

st
state,

Canada,  Greenland or Gaza wil l  do,
He’s  trying to look big to impress you-know-who –

No money for  healthcare or  helping the poor,
But bi l l ions of  dollars  to start  a  new war,

And don’t  disagree with him,  ‘cause he’s  got  ‘ ICE,’
And they’ve al l  got  guns and they’re not  very nice!

When COVID hit  hard,  we al l  had to change,

But everything just  got  put back just  the same,
Was that  our last  chance to cut  down emissions?

Instead our world leaders took warring positions.

So don’t  blame the people who’ve had their  homes burned,
It  seems that  humanity sti l l  hasn’t  learned,

But when the t ides rise and the crops die  away,
Trump and his  mates wil l  st i l l  be OK.

. . .And on a  l ighter note,  my mum (Teresa Colton)  has released a  new murder mystery.  'Rough Justice'  is  out now on
Amazon and should be appearing at  the Cosy Kettle  soon too.  Many thanks to al l  the local  outlets  sel l ing '

Hamstreet,  Kent – A compendium.'  Since publication I '  received details  that  the 1960s pop star  Bil ly  Fury once had
a rural  retreat  in a  cottage at  Poundhurst  Farm, Ruckinge.  If  I  can conf irm this  I ' l l  add him to the section on local

celebrities .  Bi l ly  was the f irst  high-prof i le  rock and roller  to emerge from Liverpool ,  several  years before four mop-
topped young lads made musical  history.  The f irst  Liverpool  artist  to have a  UK number one however was Lita

Roza,  with 'How Much is  that  Doggie in the Window?'  in 1953.  The most recent Liverpool  number one was the
Beatles'  'Now and Then'  in 2023 – a  solo recording of  John Lennon's  that  was adorned posthumously by the

remaining members of  the group.  And very good it  was too!

-  Adam Colton
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We’re a family-run vineyard situated along Warehorne Road, just half a mile outside of Hamstreet. 
This is a particularly interesting season to visit the vineyard when a demonstration of pruning can be arranged and

visitors can enjoy our new tasting room, freshly furnished and kitted out with a kitchen and other facilities. Also
newly available are Cheese or Charcuterie boards, £15.00 pp, a welcome treat to enjoy alongside a Tour and Tasting.
Our Cellar Door is open at weekends 10am to 5pm so come visit us to pick up your favourite award winning wine or

stop off for a glass. 
Our tour and tasting experience can be booked online on our website. 
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Contact  Margaret  Hanlon 07748 006249 or  hanlon1@btinternet.com

March is  an important month for  the WI because it ’s  the last  meeting of  our WI Year and when we
hold our Annual  Meeting and elect  a  new Committee.  The National  WI rules al low you to decide

whether you wil l  set  a  l imit  on the years of  service for  Committee members and Orlestone WI al lows
a maximum term of  3  years on Committee before taking a  minimum of  a  one year break.  This  has

been a great  benef it  over our 60 year history for  a  number of  reasons.  First ,  it  ensures that  there’s
always the opportunity for  new people to bring new ideas to the table.  Second,  it  does away with a

reluctance to join the committee in case you feel  duty-bound to remain for  years and years.  Also,  it
avoids the chance – probably unlikely but these things do happen – that  one or  two people’s  views
will  continue to dominate proceedings and prevent changes.  Change can be good!  A new committee

was formed,  some remaining within their  3  year term, others joining afresh.  Our President is
Margaret  Hanlon,  Members Secretary,  Pauline Harden and Committee Secretary,  Jan Salt .  We wish

them every success and hope that  they have as  many laughs as  did the previous committee.  The
Competition cup was awarded to Pat  Kelly and the President’s  Cup was presented to Marion Jolin.

The f irst  Speaker of  2026/27 wil l  be Suzanne Lepper,  to  tel l  us  of  the work of  the Pilgrims Hospices.
The year’s  programme includes making fabric  f lowers,  genealogy,  war-time women,  upcycling,  the
suffragettes and de-cluttering.  Oh,  and a  favourite Elf  makes a  return visit  with some si l ly  games.

Outings are planned to local  gardens and places of  interest  –  petrol  prices permitting – and the
monthly competitions wil l  have an animal  theme,  beginning with Rabbits .  Come along and discover

all  of  this  for  yourself !
We’ve begun our 60 th Anniversary programme of  supporting local  good causes by presenting Rising
Sun with bags of  dental  hygiene items;  these wil l  help women in need as  they set  up new l ives.  Next,

we’l l  support  the RNLI with a  coffee morning on 2  nd May including a  children’s  competition.
We meet in Victory Hall ,  Hamstreet  on the second Monday monthly (no meeting in August)  and al l

women are welcome,  guests  pay £1.00 and can come as a  guest  for  two meetings before joining.
Margaret  Hanlon 07748 006249 hanlon1@btinternet.com orlestone.wi@outlook.com
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Cubs have met four t imes since I  last  tapped out a  few words for  you:  a  skil ls  evening;  problem solving challenges;
preparing for  a  hike,  and going hiking.

Everyone really  enjoyed the skil ls  evening.  The novelty and risks of  using an electric  dri l l  and screwdriver,  hammering
in nails ,  l ighting a  match and ironing helped make these particularly popular.  Cubs didn’t  need tel l ing (although we

did,  of  course)  to behave sensibly as  they showed appropriate respect  for  the risks.  Laying a  table for  a  meal  with
three courses,  sewing a  piece onto our homemade,  t ie-dyed bunting and changing a  l ightbulb were also challenges

mastered in this  busy meeting.
Cubs worked together to solve problems.  In pairs ,  Cubs puzzled out riddles then,  in small  groups,  worked together to

build towers with spaghetti  and marshmallows.  The few marshmallows left  over were cut  in half  so they could be
shared.  A second group challenge saw Cubs working out how to use cardboard,  a  small  amount of  bubble wrap and a

couple of  sets  of  chopsticks to protect  an egg dropped from a height of  about 6  ft .  I  think only one broke.  Well
puzzled out,  Cubs!

What to take on a  Cub hike was thought about.  It  was useful  to think about context such as  hike length,  support
available,  location,  weather conditions.  With Akela bringing a  f irst  aid kit ,  phone and having walked to route to
identify hazards,  Cubs were to pack a  backpack with a  hat  and gloves,  coat  ( i f  not  wearing) ,  water in a  leakproof

bottle ,  and a  torch.
We visited the woods and looked for  signs of  Spring.  Whereas last  t ime,  late February,  al l  we found were some tiny

new leaves on woodbine,  Spring had sprung this  t ime with trees in bud,  leaves emerging and blossom on the
hawthorn in hedgerows.  There were bluebell  leaves everywhere with wood anemones,  primroses and celandines in

f lower.  You have to appreciate we were hiking in darkness so the t iny f lowers that  might have been visible  on some
native trees were no visible .  We were careful  with our torches and voices as  we continued from woodland over

f ields some of  which had lambs in them. We successfully navigated badger sets  without losing even the smallest  of
Cubs.

There may now be three leaders but one has had to step back for  a  l itt le  while  due to health challenges.  I  have my
own health challenges and wil l  need to take some time out later  this  year.  None of  us can make it  to  Cubs each week
so we need a  supportive team. Cubs getting the most out of  activities  demands adult  attention to be on hand quickly

and for  there to be enough adults  to spot Cubs needing support  before they feel  bad about the experience.  Leaders
can also spread planning and they bring different skil ls .  Could you join us?

The Cub programme is  hugely varied.  There are traditional  activities  l ike hiking,  cooking over f ire,  camping,  playing
team games,  but there are other aspects  such as  thinking about serving the community,  protecting the environment,
f inding out about other faiths,  learning about being healthy,  team building and ref lecting on ourselves and our l ives.
Do you have a  skil l  or  interest  you’d l ike to share with Cubs? You can take a  look at  the main badges online to see i f

you can f it  your skil ls  into our programme,  search online at  www.scouts.org.uk then Cub Awards.  We concentrate on
earning the Challenge Awards but would be happy to work with you on an Activity Badge.

Susan Hanlon
Akela

susanhanlon@live.co.uk preferred contact  route
01233 730884 (usually answer phone)
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The Begging Bowl is still in action …

Many will have seen my regular appeals on the local Facebook pages for all sorts of things
for all sorts of good causes. 

No apology but a reminder of what I’m happy to receive and pass on :

Used stamps please leave at least 5mm around them for the Pilgrims Hospice.

Old foreign and British coins & bank notes. I’m continuing to collect these and the next collection
will  raise funds for the Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides group, helping to build a

useful, thoughtful and caring new generation.

Medical supplies & mobility equipment to send to the hospitals and care organisations in Ukraine.

Scrap metal – brass, copper, aluminium, electric cable for Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts & Guides.

Not sure? Ask us! 

George & Margaret Hanlon 01233 732684 07748 006249
Leave in or near the porch at 28 Willow Drive, Hamstreet TN26 2HZ

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month

ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
APRIL 2026 13

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month

ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
APRIL 2026

14

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


Spring Market
 

11th & 12th April 

Join us on 11th & 12th April for
our Spring Market!

 

Browse avariety of stalls, meet our
newborn animals and enjoy fun Easter

activities, all in one visit!

atthe Rare Breeds Centre

15

Handbags, hats....
and all pretty things!

Highbury Hall, Tenterden
Saturday 9  May 10am - 1pmth

Refresh your wardrobe Pre-loved and
new Handbags, hats, accessories,

jewellery
REFRESHMENTS - RAFFLE - FREE ADMISSION

 

Raising funds for social and wellbeing activities for Adults with
Learning Disabilities and Autism.

Friends of COT

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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We’re very fortunate to l ive in such a  safe and beautiful  rural  area,  but in the crime survey I  ran last
year,  hundreds of  you shared concerns about issues that  chip away at  that  sense of  security –
including f ly-tipping,  speeding and dangerous driving,  antisocial  behaviour,  shoplift ing and

unauthorised encampments.
One of  the most common things I  heard was that  people rarely see police off icers  locally,  and that
reporting crime can sometimes feel  pointless  i f  nothing seems to happen afterwards.  I  completely

understand that  frustration,  but we must continue to speak up when these problems occur.
Reporting incidents helps ensure the police know where issues are happening and where their

attention is  needed.
That’s  why over the past  month I ’ve been bringing local  people and businesses together with the

police to discuss these concerns directly and make sure off icers hear f irst-hand how people in our
area are feeling.

I  hosted two meetings on crime and policing through my clubs – one focused on rural  crime with
the police rural  taskforce and people from our farming community,  and another looking at

shoplift ing and antisocial  behaviour on our high streets,  with the Police and Crime Commissioner
and local  shop owners in attendance.

Alongside this ,  I ’ve been highlighting to Kent’s  senior police leadership and local  beat  off icers  the
areas where people have told me they want to see more visible  policing and better  fol low-up when

crimes are reported.
Particularly across a  large rural  area l ike ours,  it ’s  naturally diff icult  for  the police to be everywhere at

once.  But many of  the problems people are worried about are already i l legal  –  the real  challenge is
enforcement.  That’s  why it ’s  so vital  that  the police know where problems are happening so they can

respond effectively and I ’ l l  continue to highlight to police areas in the Weald that  need better
support .

So please do continue to report  incidents,  even when it  feels  frustrating.  And as always,  i f  you’re
experiencing an ongoing issue and need help,  please don’t  hesitate to get  in touch with me at

katie . lam.mp@parliament.uk.

Katie Lam

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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Quick Quiz  

In and near Hamstreet

1 .   Invasion deterrent  R____ M_______ C____
2.   Bad choice of  adjective!  These  are made of  metal  and full  of  hot  water!

                                          C___ K_____
3. A large bag stuffed with sustainable material     T__ W_______
4. Home to olden creatures & lots  more R___ B_____ C_____
5. Holding fast  in Ruckinge but the colour of  sadness,  probably becaus it  can’t  offer

you a drink any more  T__ B___ A_____
6. John,  chapter 10,  verse 11;  Psalm 23;  a  good ‘ looker’  in this  part  of  England       T__

G___ S_______
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Over 60s Meet

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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Chicory Tip
joining us on the

17th April

On 20th March we collected our f inished pottery
chickens from Fiona in t ime for  Easter  and Geoff  made

a welcome return to entertain us with his  singing.
We had enjoyable outing for  lunch at  Litt lestone Golf

Club where we were made very welcome.
There wil l  be no Over 60 on 3rd April  as  it  is  Good

Friday.  So there wil l  be only one meeting in April ,  on
17th,  when Chicory Tip wil l  play (well  known for their

number 1  hit  “Son of  my Father” back in 1972) .  
On 1st  May we wil l  welcome for the f irst  t ime Clayton

who sings 60’s  music .
The Over 60s meet at  Cotton Hil l  House commencing

at 2pm. New members are always welcome and the
entertainment is  good,  so why not give it  a  try?

Ring June McKay on 07799984110 if  you require further
information 
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by the 21st  of  the month

Page Designed by Michelle  Gardner
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Brass, Copper, Electric cable, Aluminium,
If unsure, just ask us: George & Margaret 

01233 732684 / hanlon1@btinternet.com

MORE CASH IN THAT PIGGY BANK!

SO FAR SO GOOD!

The total raised in 2026 has reached £116.79 - not bad

but could be better  - all due to the kind hearts and good

memories of local people. Thank you very much and keep

it coming! 

This cash helps the hard-working leaders and helpers of

Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides to continue to

offer a wide range of activities for the youngsters who

attend weekly.

Those same youngsters will grow up and become doctors,

dentists, engineers, scientists and other vital and useful

members of society.

What better way to begin than in the Scouting and

Guiding movements.

 SCRAP METAL, please!

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month

ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
APRIL 2026

V i l l a g e s’  Ba rg a i n  O i l  Ne two r k
A massive spanner was jammed in the works just  in t ime for  the order of  2  nd March and it

wasn’t  extricated by 16 th .  I  couldn’t  get  a  price that  stuck long enough to actually order on 2  nd
and by 16 th the best  I  could do was £1.22ppl .  Despite this  being an awfully high price,  it  was

sti l l  a  great  price,  given the t imes (I  checked against  online buying groups that  are
consistently cheap options) .  What wil l  the world be l ike by the next order,  2  nd April .

During the colder months I  order twice a  month on the 2  nd and 15 th ( in both cases on the next
working day if  these dates are at  the weekend) .  However,  April  sees the return of  once a

month ordering ti l l  October,  2  nd or  next working day.
Please get  your orders to me by the early evening of  the day before.  I  always try to add

latecomers but it ’s  an unwelcome extra job for  me and the winning company could say no to
orders over and above those they’ve quoted on the basis  of.

Any queries  or  to order,  please e-mail  me,  where possible .  I  always acknowledge messages
no matter how I  receive them so please chase me if  you don’t  hear from me.  I&#39;d rather

people don&#39;t  contact  me via  other routes,  e .g .  messenger,  text .
Any household within a  5  mile  radius of  Hamstreet  can access this  service.  You’re welcome

to pass on my details .  I  know that  means some people who are in Aldington Parish fal l
outside the area but there’s  real ly  nothing I  can do about it ,  it ’s  not  my rule.

Please be reassured,  there’s  no additional  cost  or  on-going commitment to ordering your oi l
through me.  I  am just  a  member of  the community and this  is  a  voluntary,  not-for-prof it
service that  I  slot  in around my work,  family and other activities .  Contact  me for  more

information.
Susan Hanlon ordermeoil@hotmail .co.uk (preferred contact  route)

01233 730884 -  often answer-phone (I  can take several  days to pick up.  I  have had some
landline problems recently)

07810436191 – usually voicemail  (absolute last  resort ,  please)
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Benefice Worship Calendars For April

Church of  England
Saxon Shoreline Benef ice

Rector:  Rev Geoff  Abasolo-Munnery
revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenef ice@gmail .com
Canon John Saunders
(retired Anglican Priest)
Pauline Wil l iams
(Benef ice Safeguarding Off icer)

Pa r Is h  C o n ta c ts

Methodist  Minister Rev.Adrian Roux
revadrianroux@wesleys.uk

Roman Catholic  Priest Father Hans,  St  Simon's  Church

Church of  the Good Shepherd
& St  Mary,  Orlestone
(C of  E and Methodist  Local
Ecumenical  Partnership)

Mrs Doreen Dawson (Churchwarden)
Mrs Janet  Carter  (Steward)
David Smith (Steward)

St  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge Mrs Mary Si l l ibourne (Churchwarden)

St  Peter & St  Paul ,  Bi lsington

St Matthew, Warehorne

St Mary,  Kenardington

St Rumwold,  Bonnington

St Martin,  Aldington

Mrs Linda King (Churchwarden)

Mrs Meriel  Bailes  (Churchwarden)

Dr Stephen Coles

Dr Norman Corf ield (Churchwarden)

Tim Loat (Churchwarden)

07743 598896

07732 682472

07907 676829

07721 006800

01233 622399

07788 776941
01233 732403
01233 732368 

01233 732615

01233 720554

01233 731211

01233 721242

01233 720241

07718 052114
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Hamstreet Surgery                                             Mon-Fri 8.00 – 18.30                                                                                                      01233 730190

Aldington & Bonnington ParishCouncil     Emily Arnold                         clerk@aldingtonandbonnington-pc.gov.uk      07928 453208

Bilsington Parish Council                                 Peter Settlefield                   Bilsingtonclerk@gmail.com

Kenardington Parish Council                          Annette Beach                      clerk@kenardington-pc.gov.uk                             07905 658117

Orlestone Parish Council Clerk                      Sue Stiffell                              stiffells@btinternet.com                                         01233 628481

Ruckinge Parish Council                                  Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                       07714 000986

Warehorne Parish Council                               Annette Beach                      clerk@warehorne-pc.gov.uk                                  07905 658117

Bilsington Village Hall bookings                   Vivienne Hudson                                                                                                           01233 721731

Bromley Green Hall bookings                        Mark Nash                                                                                                                        01233 733613

Hamstreet Church Hall bookings                 Doreen Dawson                                                                                                             07788 776941

Hamstreet Pavilion bookings                         Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                            07886 515573

Hamstreet Sports & Leisure Assoc.             Mark Taylor                                                                                                                     07786 712939

(Field & MUGA bookings) 

Kenardington Village Hall booking              Mrs Brenda Headley                                                                                                     01233 733085

Ruckinge Village Hall bookings                     Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                      07714 300986

Victory Hall bookings                                        Mrs Rita Ward                       weyward@hotmail.co.uk                                        07535 349910

Warehorne Village Hall bookings                  Kelly O’Leary-White                                                                                                     01233 733980

Orlestone WI                                                         Margaret Hanlon                  orlestonewi@outlook.com                                    07748 006249

Over 60s Club                                                       Mrs June McKay                                                                                                             01233 732879

Hamstreet Bowling Club                                  Adam Smidmore                                                                                                            07947 007686

Hamstreet Short Mat Bowls Club                 Paula Scales                                                                                                                      01233 334958

The Shed Men                                                      Sid Gittens                                slgittens@btinternet.com                                     01233 732553

Table Tennis Club                                               David Smith                                                                                                                     01233 732368

Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts and Guides Group

Group Scout contact :                                       Melvyn Beeching                   gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                 01303 271807

Explorers :                                                             Dave Lukehurst                     smugglersrhexplorers@gmail.com                    07986 036320

Scouts :                                                                   Melvyn Beeching                  (as above)

Cubs:                                                                       Susan Hanlon                         csl@rhsandg.org.uk

Beavers :                                                                 Zoe Munro                              Ruckingebeavers1@outlook.com

Squirrels :                                                               Jess Roberts                           gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                  01233 730884 

Group Guide Contact :                                      Mrs Gill Andrews                  gill.andrews79@gmail.com                                    07779 442463

Ist Ruckinge Guides:                                         Gill Andrews                           (as above)

“ “ Brownies :                                                        Jane Munro                             janemunro44@yahoo.co.uk                                   07884 486706

“ “ Rainbows :                                                       Gill Andrews                          (as above)

Supporters Group                                                                                                  gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

Royal British Legion                                          Dennis Seton                                                                                                                   07880 761806

Therouanne Twinning Rep.                            Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                             07886 515573

Children’s Society                                              Margaret Hanlon                   hanlon1@btinternet.com                                       07748 006249

Community Warden                                          Kathy Carter                                                                                                                    07813 711940

Kent Police & Neighbourhood                       Peter New                                peternew1@aol                                                          07768 437422

Watch Co-ordinator 

Bargain Oil Network                                          Susan Hanlon                         ordermeoil@hotmail.co.uk                                   01233 730884

SSAFA Forces Help Kent                                                                                        Kent.branch@ssafa.org.uk                                    0208 8956716

PARISH MAGAZINE                                          Margaret Hanlon                   editorparmag@gmail.com                                     07748 006249

DEADLINE 21 st monthly, 

ISSUED 28 th monthly

Local Contacts

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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	OPM          ISSUE 18         APRIL 2026
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
	Editor-in-Chief Margaret Hanlon editorparmag@gmail.com
	This month’s guest editor William Rawlinson opmguesteditor@gmail.com
	Additional Support APL Computer Support
	About Us Orlestone Parish Magazine (OPM), covering Orlestone and surrounding Parishes, is run on a not-for-profit basis, with all proceeds to be forwarded to a charity or charities to be decided by our Editor-in-Chief in consultation with the Parish Council and, if possible, our readers!
	EDITORIAL April 2026 There are so many bad things in the world right now and the future doesn’t look entirely rosy but if we narrow our focus there’s still so much that’s good closer to home. I’m sure I’m not the only one to get excited every time I spot another spring flower and their freshness yet again brings pleasure and hope. Easter means a lot to so many, especially in the church. Those from the Church of the Good Shepherd will be walking around Hamstreet with the Cross on Good Friday, a solemn reflection on Christ’s sacrifice; Warehorne church has an Easter Trail for all to follow; Ruckinge church will have an Easter Garden. If Easter just means hot cross buns and chocolate eggs to you then that’s fine, both are delicious and if we take a moment to recognise their historic symbolism then so much the better. As well as foodie treats we have quite a lot of disruption to look forward to when UK Power Networks dig trenches along Warehorne and Ruckinge Road. I’m sure we hope that the annoyance will be offset by a brighter result.
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE APRIL  2026


	About the Guest Editor
	I enjoy travel, camping and I am a keen software coder. I helped run a Code Club at a primary school for 2 years when I was in secondary school. I have completed both my Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Awards and am looking forward to the challenge of Gold. I have also achieved the Chief Scout Platinum and Diamond Awards.  In October 2026 I will be climbing Kilimanjaro, something I am approaching as a personal growth experience and one I am very much looking forward to. I am training in the gym 4-5 days a week to ensure I am physically prepared for the challenge.
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE APRIL 2026


	Village Halls - Weekly Timetables & Events
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE APRIL 2026

	ST MATTHEW’SCHURCH, WAREHORNE
	HOLY WEEK AND EASTER TRAIL A 10.30am service of Holy Communion on Palm Sunday, 29th March, will see the start of a Holy Week and Easter Trail in St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne. We welcome everyone to this service when palm crosses, small crosses woven from palm leaves, will be distributed. Palm Sunday marks Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem greeted by crowds waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna”, recognizing him as a king and the Messiah. Jesus did not go as the conquering hero, but, by riding on a donkey, demonstrated humility and peace. Palm Sunday is the start of the final, intense week of Jesus’ life. The Church will be open 9am to 5pm every day during this week for visitors to follow the trail, a depiction of the Bible story of this important week for all, culminating in a celebratory Easter morning family Service with Holy Communion at 10am, in St Matthew’s Church, Warehorne, followed by light refreshment, to which all are welcome.
	Meriel Bailes Churchwarden
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	St Mary Magdalene Church, Ruckinge
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE APRIL 2026
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month


	Local BusIness OF THE MONTH
	Fresh fruit and vegetable stall: seasonal produce sourced locally, competitively priced.
	Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet, every Saturday 8am - 12pm
	www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/ 01233 733613 / 07484 380634 nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com
	Mark initially started Nash Potatoes approximately 13 years ago, just selling potatoes. As potato sales dropped, I was asked by customers to do other vegetables, so added cabbages and cauliflowers. Over the years I have included a wider range of fresh, local, seasonal vegetables and also fruit, eggs and juices. I am licenced to trade near Bournewood bus stop every Saturday morning 8-12 and have been setting up there since May 2014. If the weather is too windy to safely set the stall up, we serve nearby from our blue van. During lockdown, we had long queues of customers requiring our produce and provided a delivery service for those isolating, although nowadays on average only 3 dozen attend the stall, but we usually have more ordering boxes at Christmas. Our produce is fresh from the growers and customers often remark that it is tasty and keeps well. We try to keep our prices competitive and although often advertised per kilo, we sell in much smaller quantities as required. Our weekly stock list is advertised on our facebook page as well as being shared on the Hamstreet Community page. This is a community service and we hope to have enough customers each week to cover our expenses (doesn’t always happen!) Margaret Nash
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month

	PLACE YOUR AD HERE
	Shout about your business with easy and affordable advertisment placing in our village digital publication.
	Enhance your brand recognition by building strong local connections within your community with local advertising.
	With prices as little as £3 for a one off advert or contact Margaret on editorparmag@gmail.com for a no obligation quote for yearly and quarterly costs.
	Royal British Legion
	JOHNSON’S CORNER Hamstreet continues to remember with immense gratitude the self sacrifice of Lt William (Bill) H Johnson USAAF, whose selfless act on 13th April 1944, saved so very many lives. A Remembrance service takes place each year on 13th April at Johnson’s corner, Hamstreet, where wreaths are laid by Orlestone Parish Council & by the Hamstreet Branch of the Royal British Legion. This service is attended by villagers, friends & enthusiasts from as far as Suffolk, Norfolk & America, who come along to give their support & remember a very special man who gave his life to save others. PLEASE JOIN US AT 11am on MONDAY 13th APRIL FOR THE 82nd ANNIVERSARY
	THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION HAMSTREET & DISTRICT BRANCH The aim of the Royal British Legion is to support ex-service personnel, but you do not need to be  ex-military to belong.
	“The Hamstreet branch welcomes new members, who may or may not have any armed service links, but share the aims of the Royal British Legion to provide welfare & support to service personnel & their families. If you feel you could support such aims, please contact our Chairman, Dennis Seton, 0788076806. Thank you
	Peter Gostling 07713104488
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month
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	We’re a family-run vineyard situated along Warehorne Road, just half a mile outside of Hamstreet.  This is a particularly interesting season to visit the vineyard when a demonstration of pruning can be arranged and visitors can enjoy our new tasting room, freshly furnished and kitted out with a kitchen and other facilities. Also newly available are Cheese or Charcuterie boards, £15.00 pp, a welcome treat to enjoy alongside a Tour and Tasting. Our Cellar Door is open at weekends 10am to 5pm so come visit us to pick up your favourite award winning wine or stop off for a glass.  Our tour and tasting experience can be booked online on our website.
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month

	Orlestone WI
	March is an important month for the WI because it’s the last meeting of our WI Year and when we hold our Annual Meeting and elect a new Committee. The National WI rules allow you to decide whether you will set a limit on the years of service for Committee members and Orlestone WI allows a maximum term of 3 years on Committee before taking a minimum of a one year break. This has been a great benefit over our 60 year history for a number of reasons. First, it ensures that there’s always the opportunity for new people to bring new ideas to the table. Second, it does away with a reluctance to join the committee in case you feel duty-bound to remain for years and years. Also, it avoids the chance – probably unlikely but these things do happen – that one or two people’s views will continue to dominate proceedings and prevent changes. Change can be good! A new committee was formed, some remaining within their 3 year term, others joining afresh. Our President is Margaret Hanlon, Members Secretary, Pauline Harden and Committee Secretary, Jan Salt. We wish them every success and hope that they have as many laughs as did the previous committee. The Competition cup was awarded to Pat Kelly and the President’s Cup was presented to Marion Jolin. The first Speaker of 2026/27 will be Suzanne Lepper, to tell us of the work of the Pilgrims Hospices. The year’s programme includes making fabric flowers, genealogy, war-time women, upcycling, the suffragettes and de-cluttering. Oh, and a favourite Elf makes a return visit with some silly games. Outings are planned to local gardens and places of interest – petrol prices permitting – and the monthly competitions will have an animal theme, beginning with Rabbits. Come along and discover all of this for yourself! We’ve begun our 60 th Anniversary programme of supporting local good causes by presenting Rising Sun with bags of dental hygiene items; these will help women in need as they set up new lives. Next, we’ll support the RNLI with a coffee morning on 2 nd May including a children’s competition. We meet in Victory Hall, Hamstreet on the second Monday monthly (no meeting in August) and all women are welcome, guests pay £1.00 and can come as a guest for two meetings before joining. Margaret Hanlon 07748 006249 hanlon1@btinternet.com orlestone.wi@outlook.com
	Contact Margaret Hanlon 07748 006249 or hanlon1@btinternet.com
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month
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	The Begging Bowl is still in action …
	Many will have seen my regular appeals on the local Facebook pages for all sorts of things for all sorts of good causes.  No apology but a reminder of what I’m happy to receive and pass on :
	Used stamps please leave at least 5mm around them for the Pilgrims Hospice.
	Old foreign and British coins & bank notes. I’m continuing to collect these and the next collection will  raise funds for the Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides group, helping to build a                                                                   useful, thoughtful and caring new generation.
	Medical supplies & mobility equipment to send to the hospitals and care organisations in Ukraine.
	Scrap metal – brass, copper, aluminium, electric cable for Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts & Guides.
	Not sure? Ask us!
	George & Margaret Hanlon 01233 732684 07748 006249 Leave in or near the porch at 28 Willow Drive, Hamstreet TN26 2HZ
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	Spring Market
	11th & 12th April
	Join us on 11th & 12th April for our Spring Market!

	Handbags, hats....
	and all pretty things!
	Highbury Hall, Tenterden Saturday 9th May 10am - 1pm Refresh your wardrobe Pre-loved and new Handbags, hats, accessories, jewellery REFRESHMENTS - RAFFLE - FREE ADMISSION
	Friends of COT



	Katie Lam
	We’re very fortunate to live in such a safe and beautiful rural area, but in the crime survey I ran last year, hundreds of you shared concerns about issues that chip away at that sense of security – including fly-tipping, speeding and dangerous driving, antisocial behaviour, shoplifting and unauthorised encampments. One of the most common things I heard was that people rarely see police officers locally, and that reporting crime can sometimes feel pointless if nothing seems to happen afterwards. I completely understand that frustration, but we must continue to speak up when these problems occur. Reporting incidents helps ensure the police know where issues are happening and where their attention is needed. That’s why over the past month I’ve been bringing local people and businesses together with the police to discuss these concerns directly and make sure officers hear first-hand how people in our area are feeling. I hosted two meetings on crime and policing through my clubs – one focused on rural crime with the police rural taskforce and people from our farming community, and another looking at shoplifting and antisocial behaviour on our high streets, with the Police and Crime Commissioner and local shop owners in attendance. Alongside this, I’ve been highlighting to Kent’s senior police leadership and local beat officers the areas where people have told me they want to see more visible policing and better follow-up when crimes are reported. Particularly across a large rural area like ours, it’s naturally difficult for the police to be everywhere at once. But many of the problems people are worried about are already illegal – the real challenge is enforcement. That’s why it’s so vital that the police know where problems are happening so they can respond effectively and I’ll continue to highlight to police areas in the Weald that need better support. So please do continue to report incidents, even when it feels frustrating. And as always, if you’re experiencing an ongoing issue and need help, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me at katie.lam.mp@parliament.uk.
	Quick Quiz
	In and near Hamstreet
	Invasion deterrent  R____ M_______ C____
	Bad choice of adjective! These  are made of metal and full of hot water!
	C___ K_____
	A large bag stuffed with sustainable material    T__ W_______
	Home to olden creatures & lots more R___ B_____ C_____
	Holding fast in Ruckinge but the colour of sadness, probably becaus it can’t offer you a drink any more  T__ B___ A_____
	John, chapter 10, verse 11; Psalm 23; a good ‘looker’ in this part of England       T__ G___ S_______
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month
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	Over 60s Meet
	Chicory Tip joining us on the 17th April
	On 20th March we collected our finished pottery chickens from Fiona in time for Easter and Geoff made a welcome return to entertain us with his singing. We had enjoyable outing for lunch at Littlestone Golf Club where we were made very welcome. There will be no Over 60 on 3rd April as it is Good Friday. So there will be only one meeting in April, on 17th, when Chicory Tip will play (well known for their number 1 hit “Son of my Father” back in 1972).  On 1st May we will welcome for the first time Clayton who sings 60’s music. The Over 60s meet at Cotton Hill House commencing at 2pm. New members are always welcome and the entertainment is good, so why not give it a try? Ring June McKay on 07799984110 if you require further information
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE JULY 2025
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	@AshfordSport

	SCRAP METAL, please!
	MORE CASH IN THAT PIGGY BANK!
	SO FAR SO GOOD!
	The total raised in 2026 has reached £116.79 - not bad but could be better  - all due to the kind hearts and good memories of local people. Thank you very much and keep it coming!  This cash helps the hard-working leaders and helpers of Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides to continue to offer a wide range of activities for the youngsters who attend weekly.
	Those same youngsters will grow up and become doctors, dentists, engineers, scientists and other vital and useful members of society.                                                                                                                                    What better way to begin than in the Scouting and Guiding movements.



	Villages’ Bargain Oil Network
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	Benefice Worship Calendars For April
	ParIsh Contacts
	Rector: Rev Geoff Abasolo-Munnery revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenefice@gmail.com Canon John Saunders (retired Anglican Priest) Pauline Williams (Benefice Safeguarding Officer)
	07743 598896
	07732 682472
	07907 676829
	Church of England Saxon Shoreline Benefice
	Methodist Minister
	Rev.Adrian Roux revadrianroux@wesleys.uk
	07721 006800
	Roman Catholic Priest
	01233 622399
	Father Hans, St Simon's Church
	Mrs Doreen Dawson (Churchwarden) Mrs Janet Carter (Steward) David Smith (Steward)
	07788 776941 01233 732403 01233 732368
	Church of the Good Shepherd & St Mary, Orlestone (C of E and Methodist Local Ecumenical Partnership)
	St Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge
	Mrs Mary Sillibourne (Churchwarden)
	01233 732615
	St Peter & St Paul, Bilsington
	Mrs Linda King (Churchwarden)
	01233 731211
	St Matthew, Warehorne
	Mrs Meriel Bailes (Churchwarden)
	Dr Stephen Coles
	01233 721242
	St Mary, Kenardington
	Dr Norman Corfield (Churchwarden)
	St Rumwold, Bonnington
	01233 720241
	Tim Loat (Churchwarden)
	07718 052114
	St Martin, Aldington
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