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Lovely weather at the end of May, even a good Bank Holiday. A
short drive from Hamstreet towards the Rare Breeds Centre
showed me an abundance of dog roses, honeysuckle and cow
parsley as well as yellow flags, hawthorn and buttercups. A
pheasant strolled along the verge – making me slow in case this
bird of little brain chose to dart across the road - a buzzard hung
overhead and a flash of gold proved to be a green woodpecker or
yaffle. At this time of year, when the trees are still lightly leaved,
the canopy gives a delightful dappled shade. Yes, all very poetic,
but we need a bit of simple pleasure in our lives, don’t we? 
Lots of lovely events coming up this summer, many for charities or
local good causes; I hope you can enjoy many of them.
PLEASE READ page 3
You may not go to church but you might well be interested in how
your Parish church will be organised in the future. There are
changes afoot and these will be explained and discussed at a
meeting in each Parish, dates on page 3. 
The meetings are open to all because Anglican churches belong to
everyone and everyone should be informed and have their say. 

Hamstreet  Station,  or  Ham Street  Station as  the British Rail   l ikes
to cal l  it ,  is  on a  l ine that  runs from Ashford to Hastings.  The l ine

was originally opened in 1851 and was routed inland via

 Appledore rather than
Tenterden,  as  expected,  for
strategic  mil itary defense

purposes (according to
Wikipedia)

In 1897 the station’s  name was
updated to Ham Street  &

Orlestone,  reverting to Ham
Street  in 1976.  The station

building is  the original  1851
property and is  l isted as  a
Grade II  historic  building
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Ruckinge has been at  ful l  stretch!  We had a
baptism in June and also the most beautiful
wedding with the Church looking l ike the
Garden of  Eden,  according to Geoff.  The archway
outside the Church was the cause of  much
admiration.The day after,  nine couples came to
renew their  vows and have their  pictures taken
under the arch.  Our bells  were rung for  the
wedding by a  very experienced team of  ringers
although we are not al lowed to ring them any
more unti l  they have had work done on them.
Many vil lagers have said how lovely it  was to
hear them and it  was very interesting to be able
to watch the ringers through the glass  tower
window.
Saturday coffee mornings have started for  the summer and wil l  now take place every
week up to 12th September,  10am -  11 .30.  The f irst  was marred by road closures in al l
directions but we were back to usual  the fol lowing week.  All  home baking plus some
plants,  f lowers,  marmalade,  jam -  it  al l  depends on who has the produce and the t ime!  
We have also started our Tuesday Together mornings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of  the
month,  10am -  11 .30.  The news is  sti l l  taking time to spread but they have been enjoyed
by those who have come.  It's  s imply a  chance to be with others instead of  sitt ing at
home -  bring your knitting,  bring your children and bring your dog;  come and chat  -  al l
welcome.
We're already making plans for  our "Flower Folk Festival"  on 3rd and 4th October and
there are sti l l  some spots waiting for  the offer  of  an arrangement -  would you l ike to
take part?  You don't  have to be an expert ,  just  enjoy being part  of  this  special  venture.
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Come and enjoy a  summer evening,  with a  stimulating talk and discussion by
candlelight,  in the picturesque setting of  St  Rumwold’s  Church,  Bonnington on the

edge of  the Romney Marsh near the Royal  Mil itary Canal .  SatNav users put in postcode

TN25 7BW and keep on down the lane unti l  you see the church.

All  lectures start  at  7 :00 pm.

FRIDAY 3RD  JULY 
Dr Robert  Gallagher (Author and Senior Lecturer in Early Medieval  History at
the University of  Kent)
Saxons,  Vikings and the Written Word in Ninth-Century
England 
Robert  wil l  show how Viking attacks impacted education and written
communication
in a  crucial  period in the development of  a  unif ied English kingdom.

FRIDAY 10 TH JULY
Dr James Hannam (Author and historian of  science and rel igion)

Science and Christianity during the Middle Ages:
Debunking the Myths

Contrary to popular belief,  the medieval  church laid the foundations of  modern
science rather than opposing it .

FRIDAY 17  TH JULY
Dr Alex Hibberts  (Historian of  Climate &amp; Weather at  the University of  Exeter)
Waiting for  the End of  the World? Surviving Storms,  Floods
and Divine Wrath in Medieval  and Early Modern Kent
How did faith shape responses to ‘natural ’  disasters  in medieval  and early modern
England?

Supper wil l  be available in the church after  the lectures for  al l  who
wish to stay.

Admission free,  donations towards Saint  Rumwold’s  welcomed.
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‘It  was twenty years ago today… ’  begin the lyrics  of  one of  the many legendary songs of  the Beatles .  Twenty years must
have seemed a long time to the young Paul  McCartney who wrote the song in 1967.  After  al l ,  in  1947 we were barely over

the Second World War and Paul  was f ive!

Personally,  I  think the twenty years since I  walked the entire Greensand Way footpath have passed in a  f lash.  I
understand that  plans are afoot  for  a  kind of  ‘off icial ’  start  to the path in Forge Gardens.  The opposite end is  c .110 miles
away in Haslemere,  Surrey.  I  walked the local  section,  up through Hamstreet  Woods and on via  Kingsnorth,  Chilmington

and Great  Chart  back in the winter.  I  was pleased to see that  the route of  the trai l  around Chimington hasn’t  been
severely marred by the recent housing development,  retaining a  mostly rural  feel  throughout.  

Beyond Great  Chart ,  the route bridges the Ashford to Tonbridge rai lway l ine,  and I  had to abandon my walk due to the
path being f looded al l  the way down to the Great  Stour.  I ’ve never been a  fan of  swimming!  

My second dabble at  the Greensand Way covered the section which runs along the edge of  Godinton Park,  again not
hugely troubled by the suburban developments,  before heading west  to pass to the south of  Hothf ield,  descending

towards the edge of  Hothf ield Common and then up and over to Litt le  Chart .  From here on,  I  fol lowed the Stour Valley
Path to Lenham. 

I  walked my third section of  the Greensand Way backwards,  catching a  bus from Headcorn to pick up the trai l  at  Sutton
Valence,  heading eastward.  This  was,  and probably sti l l  is ,  my favourite section of  the walk.  Kent l ives up to its  epithet
of  being the ‘Garden of  England’  here,  with numerous orchards along the route.  The views from the top of  the ridge are
panoramic,  and the path remains fairly high up the slope unti l  dropping off  beyond Boughton Malherbe.  After  Egerton,

the route dips and then cl imbs again to Pluckley,  where the orchards take over again for  the descent to Litt le  Chart .
After  a  pint  in the Swan’s  beer garden,  I  negotiated a  route to Pluckley Station,  being somewhat gutted to f ind that

Dering Arms was closed and the next train was in 55 minutes t ime.  Time for  some stoicism.  

Most recently,  I  booked myself  a  Travelodge in Dorking,  with the aim of  completing the sections of  the Greensand Way
from Reigate to Dorking and from Reigate to Oxted.  

Alighting the train at  Reigate Station,  the town is  reached via  a  foot  tunnel ,  which was the f irst  road tunnel  to be built
in the UK,  opening in 1823.  This  was constructed for  the ease of  stagecoaches,  travell ing from London to Brighton,  so-

cal led because these long journeys were completed in stages,  with a  change of  horses being needed at  regular  intervals .  

The route of  the Greensand Way to Dorking was far  more scenic than I  remembered it .  The path drops dramatical ly  into
the valley of  the River Mole,  which runs from Gatwick to the Thames.  The Greensand Ridge doesn’t  reassert  itself  unti l

Dorking area,  leaving the North Downs on the right hand side to dominate the skyline.  
I  passed through the pretty vi l lages of  Betchworth and Brockham and passed a  small  woodland that  I  camped in in 2006.  I  described

this  as  ‘cake shaped’  in my book about the walk ( ‘Mud,  Sweat and Beers’ )  and I  can conf irm that  it  sti l l  gives that  impression!  The
&#39;cherry on top&#39;  was passing a  blue plaque in Dorking marking Strawberry Studios where 10cc,  Paul  McCartney,  Steveie

Wonder and others had al l  recorded music .  

On the fol lowing day I  would catch the train to Reigate and walk the ‘GW’ eastward.  It  was nice to walk a  section of  the
trai l  that  my friend Tom and I  had completely missed twenty years ago,  having made a  hash of  the map-reading and

ended up in Redhil l  town centre.  Thankfully,  modern apps make fol lowing a  trai l  of  this  kind much easier  today.
However,  s ignage for  the trai l  was sti l l  non-existent on the lanes to the west  of  South Nutf ield so I  reported this  to

Surrey County Council .  Modern apps make this  easier  too!  

My lunchtime refreshment break was at  a  pub in Bletchingley,  a  vi l lage straddling the A25 at  the top of  the ridge.  It  was
doing brisk business and the barmaid was clearly feeling the pressure.  

The next section feels  similar  to the Pilgrims’  Way,  with the Greensand Way running along the lower part  of  the ridge’s
scarp slope in an easy-to-fol low straight l ine.  Crossing the A22 near Godstone was more of  a  challenge,  but the section

via Tandridge to Oxted passed very quickly.  Oxted is  perhaps most famous for  the being the origin of  a  certain Keir
Starmer.  Not far  from here is  the furthest  known mention of  Hamstreet,  where the ‘GW’ crosses the Kent border,  with

the vi l lage signed as  being 55 miles  away.

 I  hope to complete the missing sections of  the Greensand Way as the year progresses.  I  may even do a  l itt le  camping a
la  2006.  I  wonder if  I ’ l l  repeat  the walk in another twenty years t ime…

 Adam Colton
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WILLOW BEES
Vanessa and Andy have been bee keepers for  4  years now, although Andy watched his

Father keep hives of  bees when they l ived in Aldington.  For a  long time Andy thought he’d
rather l ike to learn more about the skil l  of  apiary – bee keeping – and after  retirement he was

able to make it  reality.  The opportunity to obtain a  large amount of  beekeeping equipment
set  him on the road and he sorted,  mended and added to what he’d got  as  well  as  becoming

a member of  Ashford Apiary,  based in Ruckinge.  Members of  that  skil led group were keen to
share their  knowledge and Andy has fol lowed his  interest  in what started as  a  small  hobby,
learning a  great  deal  and discovering so much about bees over the years.  Listening to Andy

talk about bees reveals  a  vast  amount of  knowledge and a deep passion for  those
wonderful  creatures.

Vanessa,  who plays a  huge role  in preparing and sel l ing the honey,  says it  has completely
changed their  l ives,  from how they garden to how she spends her weekends.  In the process

they have learned the law concerning the sale  of  honey,  developed an interest  in recipes
using honey and made a  place in the world of  craft  markets.  This  year she ordered 690 jars

and has already f i l led over a  third of  them; the bees have been gathering pollen earl ier,
something that  Andy has noticed every year since he began bee keeping.

Wil low Bees hives are kept in their  own garden and also at  Hamstreet
Vineyards so anyone buying their  jars  –  12oz £7 and 1lb £10 – gets  not

just  a  premium product at  an excellent price but truly local  honey,  and
that is  so much better  for  you than supermarket jars  with a  dubious

provenance.  To buy this  very special  honey …  Editor – it ’s  real ly
delicious,  lovely f lavour …  contact  Vanessa 07598 771054

Brass, Copper, Electric cable, Aluminium,
If unsure, just ask us: George & Margaret 

01233 732684 / hanlon1@btinternet.com

MORE CASH IN THAT PIGGY BANK!

SO FAR SO GOOD!

The total raised in 2026 has reached £230.04 - not bad

but could be better  - all due to the kind hearts and good

memories of local people. Thank you very much and keep

it coming! 

This cash helps the hard-working leaders and helpers of

Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts & Guides to continue to

offer a wide range of activities for the youngsters who

attend weekly.

Those same youngsters will grow up and become doctors,

dentists, engineers, scientists and other vital and useful

members of society.

What better way to begin than in the Scouting and

Guiding movements.

 SCRAP METAL, please!

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Ro y a l  Br i t is h  Le g i o n

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HAMSTREET & DISTRICT

BRANCH
The aim of  the Royal  British Legion
is  to support  ex-service personnel ,

but you do not need to be 
ex-military to belong.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Create a  'Buzz'  about your business

with easy and affordable advertisment placing
in our vi l lage digital  publication.

With prices as  l itt le  as  £3 for  a  one off  advert
or contact  Margaret  on editorparmag@gmail .com

for a  no obligation quote for  yearly and quarterly costs .

Enhance your brand recognition by building strong
local  connections within your community

with local  advertising.   

“The Hamstreet  branch welcomes new members,  who may or may not have any armed
service l inks,  but share the aims of  the Royal  British Legion to provide welfare & support  to

service personnel  & their  families .  If  you feel  you could support  such aims,  please contact
our Chairman,  Dennis  Seton,  0788076806.

Thank you

Peter Gostl ing 07713104488
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Notable commemoration dates for  2026 are:

Sunday 13th September  -  86th Battle  of  Britain service (location
TBA)

Saturday 31st  October  -  our Annual  Poppy Appeal  Coffee Morning
in the Victory Hall

Sunday 8th November  -  Remembrance Service in Ruckinge Church

Wednesday 12th November  -  Armistice Day service at  the
Hamstreet  War Memorial
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A s  I  s e e  i t  o n  t h e  L a n d
I f  o n l y  I  c o u l d  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  l a n d ! !

A f t e r  t h a t  p r o l o n g e d  w e t  w i n t e r ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  d i d  e v e n t u a l l y  c h a n g e .  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  F e b r u a r y ,
t h e  l a n d  w a s  d r y i n g  a n d  s o m e  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a r t e d .  N i t r o g e n  w a s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  w h e a t

f i e l d s  t o  g i v e  t h e  p l a n t s  s o m e  e n e r g y  t o  g e t  g r o w i n g .  T h e  s o i l  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  i n t o  a
d e c e n t  s e e d  b e d .  I t  d r i e d  r a p i d l y  a n d  c l o d s  o f  e a r t h  w e r e  a s  h a r d  a s  c o n c r e t e !  S o m e  f a r m e r s
o p t e d  t o  b a s h  t h e  s o i l  i n t o  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  g e t  a  d r i l l a b l e  s e e d b e d ,  b u t  a t  a  h i g h  c o s t  o f  f u e l

p e r  a c r e .  M a r k  o p t e d  f o r  m i n i m a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  j u s t  d r i l l e d  i n t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  B o t h
m e t h o d s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  r a i n  t o  g e t  t h e  g e r m i n a t i o n  g o i n g ,  a n d  t o  b r e a k  t h e  c l o d s  d o w n .

W e  a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g .  I  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  j u s t  t w o  l o t s  o f  3 m m  o f  r a i n  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  m o n t h s .  W e
h a v e  o v e r  1 4 0  a c r e s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  f l o w e r  s e e d s .  T h e  g r o u n d  i s  b a r e .  H e n c e  m y  r e m a r k  ‘ i f  o n l y

I  c o u l d  s e e  s o m e t h i n g ’
W e  a r e  o n l y  g r o w i n g  w h e a t  t o  h a r v e s t  t h i s  s u m m e r .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  o n  D E F R A  t o  t e l l  u s

w h a t  w e  c a n ,  o r  c a n ’ t  g r o w  n e x t  y e a r .  P l a n n i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .
T h e  w h e a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p u t t i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  d r y n e s s .  I t  h a s  h a d  a l l  t h e  n o r m a l  s p r a y s  a n d

f e r t i l i s e r .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  m o r e  w e  c a n  d o .
W e  o r d e r e d  d i e s e l  t o  f i l l  t h e  t a n k s  u p  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f

M a r c h .  S o  d i d  d o z e n s  o f  o t h e r  f a r m e r s .  M r  T r u m p  h a d  s t a r t e d  h i s  w a r  g a m e  a n d  f u e l  w a s
p r i c e d  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  d e l i v e r y .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  £ 6  t h o u s a n d .  D o u b l e  l a s t  y e a r s .
W e  h a d  a n  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  p h o n e  c a l l  t o  s a y  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  f i r e  i n  a  f l y  t i p p e d  l o a d  o f

h o u s e h o l d  r u b b i s h  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  w h e a t  a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l  t r a c k .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  e v e n i n g  t h e  f i r e
b r i g a d e  w a s  t r a v e l l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  r o a d  w h e n  t h e y  s a w  f l a m e s  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  T h e y

w e n t  a l o n g  t h e  b y w a y  a n d  p u t  t h e  f i r e  o u t .  S o m e o n e  h a d  t h r o w n  p e t r o l  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p i l e .
M a t t r e s s e s  b u r n  w e l l  b u t  t h e y  l e a v e  a  t e r r i b l e  a m o u n t  o f  s m a l l  m e t a l .  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
p i l e  w a s  a  p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  o w n e r  o f  a  h o u s e  n e a r  t h e  S t o u r  C e n t r e .
A  b a n k  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  u t i l i t y  b i l l s  r e q u e s t i n g  p a y m e n t  m a k e  i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  w h e r e  t h e  m e s s

c a m e  f r o m .  A  g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  A g e n c y  t o  p r e s s  c h a r g e s .  H a v e  t h e y ?
N o .  M a r k  c l e a r e d  t h e  s i t e .  M e t a l  i n  o n e  b a g .  M o s t l y  w o o d  a n d  b u r n a b l e  i n  a n o t h e r  a n d

f i n a l l y  a  b a g  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  w a s t e  d e p o t  i n  A s h f o r d  a t  o u r  e x p e n s e .
T h e r e  w e r e  a  f e w  w a r m e r  d a y s  i n  M a r c h  a n d  a  d u c k  w i t h  6  s m a l l  d u c k l i n g s  o n  t h e  m a i n

s e w e r  w a s  g e t t i n g  a  l i v i n g  f r o m  a l l  t h e  i n s e c t s  o n  t h e  w a t e r ,  w h i l s t  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  o u t  o f  t h e
w a y  o f  p r e d a t o r s .  T h e  w i n d  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  e a s t .  T h e  i n s e c t s  c e a s e d  t o  b e  s w i m m i n g  a b o u t

a n d  t h e  d u c k ’ s  f o o d  l a r d e r  w a s  e m p t y .  D e a t h  f o l l o w e d .  N o  d o u b t  s h e  w i l l  h a v e  h a d  a  s e c o n d
b r o o d  b u t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  g o o d ,  n o  w a r m t h .

S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  b u t t e r f l i e s  w e r e  b u s y  o n  t h e  d i t c h  b a n k  a n d  t h e  g a r d e n ,  b u t  n o t  i n  l a r g e
n u m b e r s .  S m a l l  b l u e s ,  p e a c o c k s ,  a n d  o r a n g e / w h i t e  o n e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r g u e d  w i t h  t h e  c a b b a g e

w h i t e s  f o r  t e r r i t o r y .

I  t r a n s p l a n t e d  s e v e r a l  h e d g e r o w  s h r u b s  i n  F e b r u a r y  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  t h e m
w a t e r e d .  W e  h a v e  j u s t  e m p t i e d  o u r  w a t e r  s t o r a g e  t a n k s  o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  i s  o n l y  M a y  a n d

u n l e s s  t h e  w e a t h e r  c h a n g e s  I  c a n  f o r e s e e  w a t e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  c o m i n g  i n  s o o n .  S o m e  f l o w e r s
a n d  t r e e s  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  l i q u i d .  T h e  m i s t l e t o e  i s  d r a w i n g  t o o

m u c h  g o o d n e s s  o u t  o f  t h e  a p p l e  t r e e s  s o  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l e s s  f o r  c h a r i t y  c o m e  C h r i s t m a s .  T h e
g r o u n d  i s  t o o  h a r d  f o r  g a r d e n i n g .  Y o u  c a n  o n l y  s n a p  t h e  w e e d s  o f f .

T h e  c a r r o t s  w h i c h  w e  p l a n t e d  i n  t u b s  w e l l  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  a v o i d  c a b b a g e  r o o t  f l y  h a v e  a l l
g e r m i n a t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  1 0  d a y s  t h e y  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  f a t  h e n  p l a n t s ! ! ! .  S o w  a g a i n

o r  g o  a n d  s e e  M r .  T e s c o  w h o  w a s  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s u p e r m a r k e t s  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a w a y  a s
a  l o s s  l e a d e r ?

T h e  c a r a v a n  s i t e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  q u i e t  d e s p i t e  t h e  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  O n l y  3 0  n i g h t s  d u r i n g
A p r i l  a n d  t h a t  w a s  m o s t l y  f o r  a  l o n g  s t a y .

T h e  h o l i d a y  l e t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  u s e d  b u t  w i t h  m o r e  b r e a k s  b e t w e e n  g u e s t s .  P e o p l e  a r e
t a k i n g  4  d a y  b o o k i n g s  w h i c h  r e a l l y  w a s t e s  a  l o t  o f  d a y s .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h ,  o r

s h o u l d  I  s a y  w e  h a v e  e a r n t ,  ‘ C u s t o m e r s  C h o i c e  A w a r d ’  f o r  t h e  s i x t h  y e a r  i n  a  r o w  b y
C o t t a g e s . c o m .  S o ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  f r i e n d s  o r  f a m i l y  w a n t i n g  a  t o p - c l a s s  h o l i d a y  l e t  i n  a  q u i e t ,

r e m o t e  s p o t  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  v i e w s ,  i n  a  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  c o t t a g e  l o o k  n o  f a r t h e r .  W e b s i t e
l o r d s f a r m k e n t . c o . u k

T h e  c u c k o o  h a s  b e e n  n o i s y  s i n c e  t h e  2 5  t h  A p r i l .  H e  d o e s n ’ t  t i r e  o f  d i s t u r b i n g  o t h e r  b i r d s  u n t i l
a f t e r  9 p m .  W e  h a v e  h a d  a  c o c k  p h e a s a n t  w i t h  4  h e n s  f e e d i n g  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o u s e

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s p r i n g .  S u d d e n l y  h e  w a s  j o i n e d  b y  a n t h e r  c o c k  a n d  3  m o r e  h e n s .  T h e y  e a t  a l l
t h e  s u n f l o w e r  s e e d s  t h e  s m a l l  b i r d s  r e j e c t  f r o m  t h e  f e e d e r s .

W e  n o w  h a v e  h a d  4  c o c k  b i r d s  f o r  a b o u t  2  w e e k s  a n d  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  a n d  f i g h t  o n e
a n o t h e r  v i c i o u s l y .  T h i s  w e e k  w e  h a v e  a  h e n  b i r d  w i t h  a  b r o k e n  l e g  t h a t  s w i n g s  i n  t h e  a i r .  T h e

c o c k s  w o n ’ t  l e a v e  h e r  a l o n e .  S h e  i s  h a s s l e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I  c a n n o t  t h i n k  s h e  w i l l  s u r v i v e  t o
r e a r  a  b r o o d  l e t  a l o n e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o c k  b i r d s  o r  a n y  p r e d a t o r s .

I  s t a r t e d  t h i s  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  1 8  t h  .  T h i s  m o r n i n g  w e  h a v e  h a d  7 m m  o f  r a i n .  E n o u g h  t o  f i l l  t h e
h o u s e  w a t e r  b u t t s  b u t  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  f a r m  t a n k s .  I  k n o w  H a m s t r e e t  g e t s  m o r e .  W e
w a t c h  t h e  r a i n  g o  a l o n g  t h e  c a n a l  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  h i l l s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  f l o w e r s  w i l l  g r o w ?

P e t e r  S i l l i b o u r n e

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


Fresh fruit and vegetable stall: seasonal
produce sourced locally, competitively priced.

Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet, every
Saturday 8am - 12pm

www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/
01233 733613 / 07484 380634
nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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A warm welcome awaits you at The Cosy Kettle!

Open 7 days a week for a selection of hot and cold
drinks - homemade cakes - light lunches – cream
teas - ice cream desserts including sundaes and
waffles – afternoon teas (24 hours notice required
please).

Stonebaked pizzas are available for eat in or
takeaway on Friday evenings from 5pm to 8pm.
We also provide outside catering for small or large
events.

For enquiries or to book a table contact us on:
01233 733030
jacqui@cosykettle.com
facebook.com/TheCosyKettle

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheCosyKettle/


Orlestone WI
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Contact  Margaret  Hanlon 07748 006249,
hanlon1@btinternet.com or orlestone.wi@outlook.com
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First of all, thank you very much to all who came to the RNLI
fundraising Coffee Morning on 2  May.

We raised £280.40 and the crew at Littlestone Lifeboat Station
are delighted with the result. Some members went along on

May 24  to hand over the cheque.

nd

th

Our speaker in May told us all about the work of the Dog’s Trust, a longstanding charity that does an
enormous amount of work for  the welfare of dogs including rehoming as many as possible and is

happy to offer advice and support to all dog owners. 
Every two months we choose a Good Cause to support and for June and July it will be The Wardrobe,

run by Pneuma Church, Ashford. Members will be gathering good quality pre-loved clothes, both adult
and child, as well as childen’s toys.

For our 60  anniversary we are making a tablecloth that will be embroidered with the names of all
members in our Anniversary year, we have even bought coloured fabric pens and are all set to begin.
Also to mark the anniversary we’ve commissioned an oak seat from The Shed Men and it will soon be

in place on Pound Leas.

th

There is now a Bra Bank at Federation HQ; we collect discarded bras and pass them on. Old bras are
recycled and good quality bras will be sold on at an affordable price to women in countries where they
are needed - it appears that wome in some countries are less likely to be assaulted if they are wearing a

bra, because it is assumed that they are from a wealthier family, which might take action against the
assaulter.       The Federation is paid a small sum for the bra collection

This  month we’re looking
forward to our Anniversary
Garden Party,  which wil l  be
held on 12  June at  a  Member’s
garden in Stone.  We’l l  be
decorating small  wicker bowls,
adding a  l itt le  gift  and bringing
them to create a  free raff le

t h

On  Monday 8  June our t h

speaker wil l  tel l  us  of  how
the WI stepped up to help

war work in WW2.  The
competition wil l  be a

COW. The June outing is  to
Link Hil l  House,

Sandhurst

We meet in Victory Hall ,
Hamstreet  on the second

Monday monthly (no
meeting in August)  and al l

women are welcome,;
guests  pay £1.00 and can
come as a  guest  for  two

meetings before joining.

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


The Begging Bowl is still in
action …

Many will have seen my regular appeals on the local
Facebook pages for all sorts of things for all sorts of

good causes. 
No apology but a reminder of what I’m happy to receive

and pass on :

Used stamps: please leave at least 5mm around them for
the Pilgrims Hospice.

Old foreign and British coins & bank notes: I’m
continuing to collect these and the next collection will
raise funds for the Ruckinge and Hamstreet Scouts &

Guides group, helping to build a useful, thoughtful and
caring new generation.

Medical supplies & mobility equipment: these will be
sent to the hospitals and care organisations in Ukraine.

Scrap metal: brass, copper, aluminium, electric cable for
Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts & Guides.

Not sure? Ask us! 

George & Margaret Hanlon 01233 732684 07748 006249
Leave in or near the porch at 28 Willow Drive,

Hamstreet TN26 2HZ

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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One of  the things I  love most about being the MP for the Weald of  Kent is  that  it
genuinely is  one of  the most special  places in the country.  Our farms,  vi l lage shops,

pubs and cafés,  growers and producers are some of  the best  in Britain,  and I ’ l l  a lways
do whatever I  can to support  them. That’s  why I ’m so pleased to open the nominations

for the Weald of  Kent Awards 2026,  my annual  celebration of  the very best  of  our
corner of  Kent.  There are f ive categories:  Local  Hero of  the Year,  Independent Shop of
the Year,  Local  Business of  the Year,  Farmer,  Grower or  Producer of  the Year,  and Pub,

Café or  Restaurant of  the Year.

The awards recognise everyone from individuals  and community groups who go above
and beyond,  to the businesses,  pubs,  cafés and producers that  make the Weald such a

special  place to l ive.  Across the Weald,  there are so many people and groups who work
quietly and tirelessly to hold our vi l lages and parishes together.  Alongside them are
bril l iant  businesses that  work around the clock and which stand out as  some of  the

best  in Britain,  even when the pressures on them have never been greater.

Last  year,  we received more than 100 nominations and over 1 ,000 of  you cast  your
votes.  I ’d  love to beat  that  this  year.  There’s  so much to be proud of  in the Weald,  and

I’d love for  more of  the people who make the Weald what it  is  to  get  the recognition
that they deserve.  So,  i f  there’s  a  local  business that’s  gone the extra mile,  a  farm that

grows particularly delicious fruit ,  or  a  community hero that  deserves recognition,
please do nominate them. 

You can do so at  www.katieforkent.com/weald-of-kent-awards and nominations close
on 13th July at  5pm with voting to begin shortly after.

Let ’s  use this  as  a  chance to celebrate everything that  makes the Weald so special ,  and
the people and businesses who help keep it  that  way.

Katie Lam MP’s Weald of Kent Awards 2026
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May Day brought a  visit  from South African singer,  Clayton,
who sang beautifully with lots  of  interaction with the

audience.

Forthcoming attractions:
28th May -  An outing to the Greek restaurant,  Demetrio’s ,  in

New Romney.
29th May -  A speaker from Age Concern who wil l  tel l  us  of  the

help and support  they give us “oldies”
12th June -  Singer,  Cheryl

26th June -  Singer,  Norman
Please come and join us at  Cotton Hil l  House.

For further information contact  June McKay on 07999841140

At the next meeting we had a  very good speaker from the Air
Ambulance accompanied by his  very well  behaved dog.  The Air
Ambulance give such a  worthwhile  emergency service covering
Kent,  Sussex and Surrey and rely on charitable donations as
they only receive 9% of  their  funding from the Government.
They are f inding it  increasingly diff icult  with the rising fuel
prices as  a  result  of  the hosti l it ies  in the Middle East .

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
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Pilgrims Hospices,  Summer Fair
Our much-loved Summer Fair  is  being held at  Sandyacres Sports  & Social
Club in Sandyhurst  Lane on Sunday 26th July from 12pm -  5pm.
Enjoy an afternoon of  fun and laughter with friends and family as  the
community comes together.
Whether you choose to browse our stal ls ,  s it  and l isten to the music  with
an ice-cream, challenge a  loved one on the inf latables or  try your luck on
the bottle  tombola,  you wil l  be raising vital  funds for  Pilgrims.
NEW for this  year,  join in the fun with our Dog Show, run by Gef ion dog
Training,  judging starts  2pm.
There’s  a  chance to win tickets  for  “2  Night Glamping for  4  at
Broadhembury”,  “Kent & East  Sussex Railway £275.00 voucher,  “Port
Lympne entry for  four and cuddly Goril la”,  along with some other great
prizes on the Grand Prize Draw.  Tickets  can be purchased in advance
from Pilgrims Hospices in Ashford or  on the day.
As always,  there wil l  be many games to try on the day,  including Beat  The
Goalie ,  Putting and Tin Can Alley to name a few.  There wil l  also be a  wide
selection of  our traditional  Pi lgrims Hospices stal ls  to browse,  including
crafts ,  cakes,  plants,  children’s  toys,  jewellery,  j igsaws and much more.
There wil l  also be lots  to keep the children entertained,  from traditional
games to inf latable fun.  Our craft  marquee always proves very popular
for those that  want to get  creative.
At  its  heart ,  Pi lgrims Hospices is  dedicated to ensuring people l iving
with a  l i fe  l imiting i l lness can access the quality care and comfort  they
deserve.
In the run-up to the fair,  Pi lgrims are asking the local  community to help
out by donating any unopened bottles  from champagne to shampoo,
chocolates,  unwanted gifts ,  new craft  items and new toys and games.  Our
bottle  and chocolate tombola’s  are always real ly  popular,  along with the
bottle  f ishing game.  Donations are gratefully received.  You can drop
items into a  col lection box held outside the lower reception at  the
hospice site  on Hythe Road,  Ashford TN24 0NE.  Alternatively,  The
Wardrobe at  1-3  North Street  Ashford are also helping by holding a
collection point .
From one community to another,  come and join us,  make some memories
and support  the work that  Pilgrims Hospices does in the local
community.
Dates for  your diary:-
Christmas Fair,  21st  November 2026,  Grosvenor Hall ,  Ashford
Or contact  the Community Fundraising Off ice on 01233 504111
rachael . fagg@pilgrimshospices.org
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 For  the f irst  t ime ever,  Ruckinge and Hamstreet  held their  own joint  camp
last  weekend with their  Squirrels ,  Beavers,  Cubs,  Scouts and Explorers.

 Over 30 young people enjoyed a  'back to basics'  camp,  survived the heat
wave and made memories to last  a  l i fetime.

 Activities  included axe and saw work,  f ire  l ighting,  cooking,  personal  care,
den building,  pioneering,  games,  sleeping under canvas and in bivvies,

sleeping in the woods in survival  bags,  hiking and more!

 All  sections worked extremely well  and every young person was a  credit  to
Scouting!

 Thank you to al l  the leaders and parents for  making it  happen.
 Now onto JOTT where al l  Ruckinge & Hamstreet  Scout + Guides Group wil l

be involved!

Ruckinge
&

Hamstreet
Scouts

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/RuckingeHamstreetScoutGuideGroup?__cft__[0]=AZZLb0dUh3eWM4fsw9MzRmkiiACG_0uQRP4E44oSGwHtM8iMLTafVntzzYpYTOJdSCeNhyje-ykeIbVhzHQtzddDMMFgtz1Y-k6lpEuYYm6b-7xmJy95Bh4YP6ZkxqCXRNvE7-i8sQSZd3U9M3kryGk4KlYt9BL0wqavUGFOnKOwxQ&__tn__=-]K-R
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Church of  England
Saxon Shoreline Benef ice

Rector:  Rev Geoff  Abasolo-Munnery
revgeoff.saxonshorelinebenef ice@gmail .com
Canon John Saunders
(retired Anglican Priest)
Pauline Wil l iams
(Benef ice Safeguarding Off icer)

Pa r is h  Co n t a c t s

Methodist  Minister Rev.Adrian Roux
revadrianroux@wesleys.uk

Roman Catholic  Priest Father Hans,  St  Simon's  Church

Church of  the Good Shepherd
& St  Mary,  Orlestone
(C of  E and Methodist  Local
Ecumenical  Partnership)

Mrs Doreen Dawson (Churchwarden)
Mrs Janet  Carter  (Steward)
David Smith (Steward)

St  Mary Magdalene,  Ruckinge Mrs Mary Si l l ibourne (Churchwarden)

St  Peter & St  Paul ,  Bi lsington

St Matthew, Warehorne

St Mary,  Kenardington

St Rumwold,  Bonnington

St Martin,  Aldington

Mrs Linda King (Churchwarden)

Mrs Meriel  Bailes  (Churchwarden)

Dr Stephen Coles

Dr Norman Corf ield (Churchwarden)

Tim Loat (Churchwarden)

07743 598896

07732 682472

07907 676829

07721 006800

01233 622399

07788 776941
01233 732403
01233 732368 

01233 732615

01233 720554

01233 731211

01233 721242

01233 720241

07718 052114
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Midweek Benefice Holy Communion Service at 12 noon every Wednesday at St. Mary Orlestone ALL WELCOME
Key Events: 

Coffee mornings at St. Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge everySaturday from 10am to 11.30 am all welcome 
St. Rumwold, Bonnington Monday mornings 10 am – 12 midday, Dog Walkers, cyclists, Ramblers, coffee stop., 
St. Matthew, Warehorne Monday 1st June at 7.30 pm Meeting for Warehorne Residents and Congregants to discuss the future of the church in
Warehorne.
St. Mary, Kenardington 7th June at 3pm Organ Recital, Sean Maxwell. free admission.
St. Martin, Aldington 8th June 7.00 for 7.30pm Benefice Reorganisation Consultation.
St. Rumwold, Bonnington Monday 8th June 7.00pm “Ancestors in Cold Regions” A talk
by Philippa Foster Back CBE.
SS Peter and Paul Bilsington Wednesday 17th June 7.30pm Bilsington Parish, Public
Meeting. Consultation on the future governance of the Parish Church.
Tuesdays Together June 9th and 23rd 10.00am – 11.30 am St. Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge

mailto:editorparmag@gmail.com


Hamstreet Surgery                                             Mon-Fri 8.00 – 18.30                                                                                                      01233 730190

Aldington & Bonnington ParishCouncil     Emily Arnold                         clerk@aldingtonandbonnington-pc.gov.uk      07928 453208

Bilsington Parish Council                                 Peter Settlefield                   Bilsingtonclerk@gmail.com

Kenardington Parish Council                          Annette Beach                      clerk@kenardington-pc.gov.uk                             07905 658117

Orlestone Parish Council Clerk                      Sue Stiffell                              stiffells@btinternet.com                                         01233 628481

Ruckinge Parish Council                                  Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                       07714 000986

Warehorne Parish Council                               Annette Beach                      clerk@warehorne-pc.gov.uk                                  07905 658117

Bilsington Village Hall bookings                   Vivienne Hudson                                                                                                           01233 721731

Bromley Green Hall bookings                        Mark Nash                                                                                                                        01233 733613

Hamstreet Church Hall bookings                 Doreen Dawson                                                                                                             07788 776941

Hamstreet Pavilion bookings                         Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                            07886 515573

Hamstreet Sports & Leisure Assoc.             Mark Taylor                                                                                                                     07786 712939

(Field & MUGA bookings) 

Kenardington Village Hall booking              Mrs Brenda Headley                                                                                                     01233 733085

Ruckinge Village Hall bookings                     Emily Arnold                         clerk@ruckinge-pc.gov.uk                                      07714 300986

Victory Hall bookings                                        Mrs Rita Ward                       weyward@hotmail.co.uk                                        07535 349910

Warehorne Village Hall bookings                  Kelly O’Leary-White                                                                                                     01233 733980

Orlestone WI                                                         Margaret Hanlon                  orlestonewi@outlook.com                                    07748 006249

Over 60s Club                                                       Mrs June McKay                                                                                                             01233 732879

Hamstreet Bowling Club                                  Adam Smidmore                                                                                                            07947 007686

Hamstreet Short Mat Bowls Club                 Paula Scales                                                                                                                      01233 334958

The Shed Men                                                      Sid Gittens                                slgittens@btinternet.com                                     01233 732553

Table Tennis Club                                               David Smith                                                                                                                     01233 732368

Ruckinge & Hamstreet Scouts and 

Guides Group

Group Scout contact :                                       Melvyn Beeching                   gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                 01303 271807

Explorers :                                                             Dave Lukehurst                     smugglersrhexplorers@gmail.com                    07986 036320

Scouts :                                                                   Melvyn Beeching                  (as above)

Cubs:                                                                       Susan Hanlon                         csl@rhsandg.org.uk

Beavers :                                                                 Zoe Munro                              Ruckingebeavers1@outlook.com

Squirrels :                                                               Jess Roberts                           gsl@rhsandg.org.uk                                                  01233 730884 

Group Guide Contact :                                      Mrs Gill Andrews                  gill.andrews79@gmail.com                                    07779 442463

Ist Ruckinge Guides:                                         Gill Andrews                           (as above)

“ “ Brownies :                                                        Jane Munro                             janemunro44@yahoo.co.uk                                   07884 486706

“ “ Rainbows :                                                       Gill Andrews                          (as above)

Supporters Group                                                                                                  gsl@rhsandg.org.uk

Royal British Legion                                          Dennis Seton                                                                                                                   07880 761806

Therouanne Twinning Rep.                            Mags Wellsted-Boorman                                                                                             07886 515573

Children’s Society                                              Margaret Hanlon                   hanlon1@btinternet.com                                       07748 006249

Community Warden                                          Kathy Carter                                                                                                                    07813 711940

Kent Police & Neighbourhood                       Peter New                                peternew1@aol                                                          07768 437422

Watch Co-ordinator 

Bargain Oil Network                                          Susan Hanlon                         ordermeoil@hotmail.co.uk                                   01233 730884

SSAFA Forces Help Kent                                                                                        Kent.branch@ssafa.org.uk                                    0208 8956716

PARISH MAGAZINE                                          Margaret Hanlon                   editorparmag@gmail.com                                     07748 006249

DEADLINE 21 st monthly, 

ISSUED 28 th monthly

Local Contacts

Contribute your updates and photos at  editorparmag@gmail .com 
by the 21st  of  the month
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	OPM          ISSUE 19         JUNE 2026
	ORLESTONE PARISH MAGAZINE
	Editor-in-Chief Margaret Hanlon editorparmag@gmail.com
	This month’s guest editor William Rawlinson opmguesteditor@gmail.com
	Additional Support APL Computer Support
	About Us Orlestone Parish Magazine (OPM), covering Orlestone and surrounding Parishes, is run on a not-for-profit basis, with all proceeds to be forwarded to a charity or charities to be decided by our Editor-in-Chief in consultation with the Parish Council and, if possible, our readers!
	Jumping June
	Lovely weather at the end of May, even a good Bank Holiday. A short drive from Hamstreet towards the Rare Breeds Centre showed me an abundance of dog roses, honeysuckle and cow parsley as well as yellow flags, hawthorn and buttercups. A pheasant strolled along the verge – making me slow in case this bird of little brain chose to dart across the road - a buzzard hung overhead and a flash of gold proved to be a green woodpecker or yaffle. At this time of year, when the trees are still lightly leaved, the canopy gives a delightful dappled shade. Yes, all very poetic, but we need a bit of simple pleasure in our lives, don’t we?  Lots of lovely events coming up this summer, many for charities or local good causes; I hope you can enjoy many of them. PLEASE READ page 3 You may not go to church but you might well be interested in how your Parish church will be organised in the future. There are changes afoot and these will be explained and discussed at a meeting in each Parish, dates on page 3.  The meetings are open to all because Anglican churches belong to everyone and everyone should be informed and have their say.
	Hamstreet Station, or Ham Street Station as the British Rail  likes to call it, is on a line that runs from Ashford to Hastings. The line was originally opened in 1851 and was routed inland via
	Appledore rather than Tenterden, as expected, for strategic military defense purposes (according to Wikipedia)                                  In 1897 the station’s name was updated to Ham Street & Orlestone, reverting to Ham Street in 1976. The station building is the original 1851 property and is listed as a Grade II historic building
	Contribute your updates and photos at editorparmag@gmail.com  by the 21st of the month

	Your paragraph text


	https://achurchnearyou.com/benefice/06-208DT/page/97822/
	SAINT RUMWOLD LECTURES 2026
	Come and enjoy a summer evening, with a stimulating talk and discussion by candlelight, in the picturesque setting of St Rumwold’s Church, Bonnington on the edge of the Romney Marsh near the Royal Military Canal. SatNav users put in postcode
	TN25 7BW and keep on down the lane until you see the church.

	Walking With Adam
	Royal British Legion
	Fresh fruit and vegetable stall: seasonal produce sourced locally, competitively priced.
	Near Bournewood bus stop, Hamstreet, every Saturday 8am - 12pm
	www.facebook.com/NashPotatoes.veg/ 01233 733613 / 07484 380634 nashpotatoesveg@gmail.com

	Orlestone WI
	@AshfordSport
	Midweek Benefice Holy Communion Service at 12 noon every Wednesday at St. Mary Orlestone ALL WELCOME
	Key Events:  Coffee mornings at St. Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge everySaturday from 10am to 11.30 am all welcome  St. Rumwold, Bonnington Monday mornings 10 am – 12 midday, Dog Walkers, cyclists, Ramblers, coffee stop.,  St. Matthew, Warehorne Monday 1st June at 7.30 pm Meeting for Warehorne Residents and Congregants to discuss the future of the church in Warehorne. St. Mary, Kenardington 7th June at 3pm Organ Recital, Sean Maxwell. free admission. St. Martin, Aldington 8th June 7.00 for 7.30pm Benefice Reorganisation Consultation. St. Rumwold, Bonnington Monday 8th June 7.00pm “Ancestors in Cold Regions” A talk by Philippa Foster Back CBE. SS Peter and Paul Bilsington Wednesday 17th June 7.30pm Bilsington Parish, Public Meeting. Consultation on the future governance of the Parish Church. Tuesdays Together June 9th and 23rd 10.00am – 11.30 am St. Mary Magdalene, Ruckinge
	Father Hans, St Simon's Church



